Level 1 Aesop’s Fables < Answer Key >

Chapter 1

Preview Questions

1.   The wolf is the bad animal.

2.  Yes, I do. (No, I don’t.)

3.  The lamb will win. (The lamb will lose.)

Review Questions

1.  The wolf will do what he wants to do. (The strong will do whatever they want to do.  The weak cannot be treated fairly by arguing.) 

2.  The lamb was only a week old. 

3.  The lamb only drank its mother’s milk. 

Chapter  2

Preview Questions

1.  The father will teach a lesson. 

2.  He will use the sticks to teach a lesson. 

3.  Yes, they can. (No, they can’t.)

Review Questions

1.  People should work together. (Families should work together. Together, people are strong. Apart, people are weak.)

2.  He used sticks. (The sons tried to break a bundle of sticks. Then they tried to break one stick at a time.)

3.  The sons will be strong if they work together. The sons will be weak if they fight and stay apart.

Chapter 3

Preview Questions

1.   The wolf will behave badly.

2.  Yes, I do. (No, I don’t.)

3.  Yes, it is ok. (No, it is not good.)

Review Questions

1.  Be thankful to come out of a dangerous situation. Do not be greedy. (Do not trust everyone.)

2.  She took a bone out of the wolf’s throat.

3.  He ran away. He did not pay the bird, but he also did not eat the bird. (He lied.)

Chapter  4

Preview Questions

1.   A mouse can go into small places. A mouse can hide easily. A mouse can chew on things. 

2.  Lions eat animals. 

3.  Hunters catch lions with traps. (They use guns or nets.)

Review Questions

1.  Even someone very small can do great things. (It is good to be merciful.)

2.  He caught the lion with a trap. The lion fell into a hole. The hunter tied the lion up with a rope.

3.  The mouse chewed through the rope.

Chapter 5

Preview Questions

1.  Yes, I do. (No, I don’t.)

2.  It is important to plan for the future. You might have problems. (No one knows the future. You should set goals for yourself. )

3.  The ants will think about the future. (The grasshopper will think about the future.)

Review Questions

1.  You should plan for the future.

2.  The ants gathered food. (They prepared for the winter.)

3.  He did not gather food. He did not prepare for the winter.

Chapter 6

Preview Questions

1.   The dog will have a piece of meat. (The dog will have a bone.)

2.  The dog will see his reflection.

3.  Yes, I have. (No, I haven’t.)

Review Questions

1.  Do not be greedy. 

2.  He did not know that he was looking at himself. (He was being greedy.)

3.  It fell in the water.

Chapter 7

Preview Questions

1.   Yes, I do. (No, I don’t.)

2.  Yes, it is. (No, it isn’t.)

3.  The hare will make a mistake. (The tortoise will make a mistake.)

Review Questions

1.  Slow and steady wins the race. (Do not be arrogant.)

2.  The tortoise kept moving. He did not take breaks.

3.  A fox judged the race.

Chapter 8

Preview Questions

1.   Yes, I do. (No, I don’t.)

2.  Yes, I have. (No, I haven’t.)

3.  Yes, it is. (No, it isn’t.)

Review Questions

1.  You should be happy with what you have and with who you are. 

2.  He wanted to tortoise to give him something. 

3.  The eagle took the tortoise’s life because that was all that the tortoise had.

Chapter 9

Preview Questions

1.   Yes, I do. (No, I don’t.)

2.  A bear will hurt the travelers. (A bear will help the travelers.)

3.  Yes, they should. (No, they shouldn’t.)

Review Questions

1.  You should help your friends. (You find out who your friends are when something bad happens.) 

2.  One traveler went up a tree. The other traveler pretended to be dead.

3.  He thought he was dead.

Chapter 10

Preview Questions

1.   A miser is a person who only loves money. (It is a person who does not like to give or spend money.)

2.  Yes, he is. (No, he isn’t.)

3.  Yes, I have. (No, I haven’t.)

Review Questions

1.  If you don’t use it, you will lose it. (If you don’t use something, it is worthless.)

2.  A man who saw the miser digging up the gold.

3.  He said that because the miser did not use his gold for anything. He just looked at it. 

Chapter 11

Preview Questions

1.  The ass will try. (The dog will try.)

2.  No, they cannot.

3.  They will change because they want to be a better person. (They will change because they need to change.)

Review Questions

1.  It is good just to be yourself and not try to be someone else. 

2.  He jumped on the bed and tried to act like the dog. 

3.  He hit him and chased him out of the house. 

Chapter 12

Preview Questions

1.   The lion will do anything. (The lion will work hard.)

2.  People should not change themselves. (People should not kill. People should not commit crimes.)

3.  Yes, he will. (No, he won’t.)

Review Questions

1.  You should not change for others. (Love changes a person. Some people will do anything for love.)

2.  He did not want to hurt the woodcutter’s daughter. (He thought the woodcutter would let him marry his daughter.)

3.  The lion died. (The lion was beat and sent away. He gave up his teeth and claws so he starved to death.)

Chapter 13

Preview Questions

1.   The wolf wants to fool someone. (The wolf wants to look like a sheep.)

2.  No, they don’t. (Yes, they do.)

3.  Yes, it will. (No, it won’t.)

Review Questions

1.  You can’t judge someone by how they look. (Appearances are deceiving.)

2.  He wanted to fool the farmer and the sheep. (He wanted to eat some sheep.)

3.  The farmer thought the wolf was a sheep.

Chapter 14

Preview Questions

1.   The ass will try. (The merchant will try.)

2.  No, it isn’t. (Yes, it is.)

3.  Yes, it can be. (No, it can’t be.)

Review Questions

1.  You cannot fool someone all the time. (You should always be honest in your work.)

2. He kept falling in the water to dissolve the salt.  (He did not do his work.) 

3.  He made him carry sponges full of water. They were very heavy.

Chapter 15

Preview Questions

1.  Yes, I have. (No, I haven’t.)

2.  Yes, I do. (No, I don’t.)

3.  He will cry “wolf” to play a trick on people. (He will cry “wolf” because he sees a wolf.)

Review Questions

1.  You should always tell the truth.

2.  They thought the boy was lying again.

3.  He said it because there really was a wolf there and no one came. 

Chapter 16

Preview Questions

1.   No, I haven’t. (Yes, I have.)

2.  No, it can’t. (Yes, it can.)

3.  The father will be angry. (The daughters will be angry.)

Review Questions

1.  You cannot please everyone. (Everyone wants something different.)

2.  One daughter wanted sunshine and the other wanted rain. (They wanted different things.)

3.  They wished for two different kinds of weather. The first daughter wanted rain. The second daughter wanted sunshine. (They wished for the kind of weather that would help their husbands. )

Level 1 Aesop’s Fables < Summaries >
1. The Wolf and the Lamb

A wolf wanted to eat a lamb, but he wanted a good reason for killing the lamb. He told lies to the lamb. The moral of this story is that bad people will always try and find excuses for the bad things they do.
2. The Lion and the Mouse

A mouse woke up a lion and made him angry. He promised to help the lion one day if the lion let him live. A year later the mouse helped the lion to get out of a large hole. The moral of this story is that even something as small as a mouse can do something important.

3. The Father and His Sons

A man had sons who were always arguing. He wanted to stop them from doing this. He taught them a lesson by asking them to try and break some sticks. He showed them that they can be stronger together than they can be individually. 

4. The Wolf and the Bird

A wolf asked a bird to help him and promised to pay him. The bird did so, but the wolf did not keep his word. The moral of this story is that if you help a bad person, you may be cheated.

5. The Ants and the Grasshopper

During the summer, the ants collected food for the winter. When winter came, the grasshopper who had not collected any food asked the ants for some. They would not give him any. The moral of this story is that the future will not look after itself.

6. The Dog and His Reflection
A dog thought another dog had a bigger piece of meat than her had. When he tried to get it, he lost his own piece of meat. The moral of this story is that it is better to be satisfied with what we have than with what we think may be better but which may worthless.

7. The Hare and the Tortoise

A hare and a tortoise had a race. The hare thought he could easily win, so he took a rest. The tortoise passed the hare and won the race. The moral of this story is that slow but steady wins the race.

8. The Tortoise and the Eagle
A tortoise wished she could fly. She made a deal with an eagle, and the eagle carried her into the air. Then she told the eagle that she couldn’t keep her end of the deal, so the eagle dropped her and she died. The moral of this story is that if all our wishes came true, we would be in great trouble.

9. The Bear and the Two Travelers

Two men met a bear. One of the men ran away. The other lay down and pretended to be dead. The bear did not touch him. Instead, it whispered some advice in the man’s ear and then went away. The moral of this story is that only a person who is a friend when we need help is a true friend.

10. The Miser

A miser bought some gold and buried. A thief saw him do this and stole the gold. The miser was unhappy, but a fried told him to bury some stones where the gold was. The moral of this story is that whatever we have that we do not use is of no value.

11. The Ass and the Pet Dog

An ass thought his master’s pet dog had a better life than he had, so he behaved like he dog. His master was angry with him and punished him. The moral of this story is that if we try to be something that we are not, we must expect trouble.

12. The Lion in Love

A lion wanted to marry a farmer’s daughter. The farmer did not want him to do this but said the lion could if he first let the farmer pull out the lion’s teeth and claws. The lion agreed and the farmer killed him. The moral of this story is that nothing is so important that we should allow ourselves be become defenseless.

13. The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing

A wolf put on a sheep’s coat and pretended to be a sheep so that it would not frighten the sheep. The farmer killed the largest sheep to eat. It was the wolf. The moral of this story is that you try to hurt others, you will get hurt yourself.

14. The Salt Merchant and His Ass

An ass did not like carrying a heavy load of sacks of salt, so he fell into the river every time he had to cross it. The merchant punished the ass by filling the sacks with sponges. The moral of this story is that people who cheat will be found out and punished.

15. The Boy Who Cried Wolf
A boy pretended to see a wolf. When the people of the village heard him, they ran to help him, but he just laughed at them. Then a real wolf came and the villagers did not come to help the boy. The moral of this story is that no one believes a liar, even when he speaks the truth.

16. The Father and His Two Daughters

A father had two daughters. He asked each of them what they wished for. One wished for rain, the other for fine weather. The father could not grant either wish in the end. The moral of this story is that you can’t please everyone.
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