Level 1 Doctor Dolittle 
< Answer Key >
Chapter 1

Preview questions

1. I think Dr. Dolittle needs to earn money so he can buy some food and clothing.

2. I think Dr. Dolittle will help sick animals to earn some money.

3. I think Dr. Dolittle is an animal doctor, a vet.

Review questions

1. Dr. Dolittle was the best vet of all because he could understand the animals’s languages.

2. The first language Dr. Dolittle learned was the parrot’s language.

3. The horse told all his friends about Dr. Dolittle.

Chapter 2

Preview questions

1. I think Dr. Dolittle’s sister will be pleased with him because now he has a lot of patients.

2. I think Dr. Dolittle has made a lot of money because he got a lot of patients.

3. I think Dr. Dolittle will have the problem of having too many patients!

Review questions

1. The crocodile had a toothache.

2. The doctor made the crocodile promise not to eat the fish or bite any of the animals.

3. The doctor was poor again because everyone in town was afraid of the crocodile and they stopped bringing their sick animals to the doctor.

Chapter 3

Preview questions

1. I think this chapter will be about Dr. Dolittle going to Africa to help some sick monkeys.

2. I think Dr. Dolittle will help the sick monkeys because he will be able to understand their language.

3. I think Dr. Dolittle will go to Africa to get the monkeys, and bring them back to his house.

Review questions

1. Chee-Chee told the doctor that all the monkeys in Africa were sick.

2. The doctor borrowed the boat from a sailor whose baby he had cured of a disease.

3. The doctor took Jip, Dab-Dab, Gub-Gub, Too-Too, and food and water with him to Africa.

Chapter 4

Preview questions

1. I think the journey to Africa will take three weeks.

2. I think it will be difficult for the doctor to sail the boat without any other people on board.

3. I think Dr. Dolittle will sail the boat to Africa, and have an adventure on the sea.

Review questions

1. The boat was difficult to steer because there was a bad storm.

2. The boat sunk because they hit a rock and it made a hole in the bottom of the boat.

3. The African man took the doctor and the animals to the king because they are visitors in a new place.

Chapter 5
Preview questions
1. I think the king will not be happy to see the doctor and the animals. I think the king will be angry.

2. I think the king will be angry because he wants to cure the monkeys by himself.

3. I think the king will be angry, but Dr. Dolittle will make friends with the king by showing the king how good he is at helping animals.

Review questions

1. The king put Dr. Dolittle and his animals in prison because many years ago, a man like Dr. Doolittle had killed all the elephants and taken their ivory tusks, and the king was angry.

2. Polynesia told the king that Dr. Dolittle had many powers and there was nothing he could not do.

3. The king’s wife saw Polynesia flying out of the room and knew the king had been tricked.

Chapter 6

Preview questions

1. I think Dr. Dolittle and his animals will now go to the jungle to find the monkeys.

2. I think the king will send soldiers to find them.

3. I think Dr. Dolittle will find the place where all the sick monkeys are.

Review questions

1. The doctor and the animals passed the time during the journey to the Land of the Monkeys by listening to Chee-Chee tell stories about his monkey friends and family.

2. They needed to cross a river to get to the Land of the Monkeys.

3. The monkeys made a bridge across the river by holding hands.

Chapter 7

Preview questions

1. I think the doctor will talk to the monkeys and learn all about them.

2. I think the doctor will cure the sick monkeys.

3. I think the doctor will find the sick monkeys and cure them.

Review questions

1. The King of the Lions was angry with the doctor because the doctor asked him to help nurse the sick monkeys.
2. The Queens of the Lions was angry with the King of the Lions because he had refused to help nurse the sick monkeys.

3. The doctor needed to rest because he had been very busy curing the sick monkeys.

Chapter 8

Preview questions

1. I think the doctor will return to his home.

2. I think the doctor will receive the present.

3. I think the monkeys will give Dr. Dolittle an unusual present.

Review questions

1. The strange thing about the pushmi-pullyu was that it had two heads.

2. Polynesia hypnotized Prince Bumpo.

3. Prince Bumpo helped Dr. Dolittle and the animals escape by releasing them from prison and making a boat for them to sail away in.

Chapter 9

Preview questions

1. I think the doctor and his animals will get home safely.

2. I think Polynesia stayed in Africa because it was her homeland, and she felt happy there.

3. I think they will face a bad storm on the journey home.

Review questions

1. The rats left the ship because rats always leave a sinking boat, and the boat was going to sink very soon.

2. Pirates came after the doctor’s boat.

3. Ben Ali was afraid of being eaten by sharks.

Chapter 10

Preview questions

1. I think the doctor and his friends will find lots of treasure on the pirate ship.

2. I think the pushmi-pullyu will help the doctor because it is an unusual animal that many people will pay him to look at.

3. I think the doctor won’t have to worry about money because lots of people will pay him money to look at the pushmi-pullyu.

Review questions

1. Dolphins led the way to the island where the fisherman was.

2. Before the doctor went home to Puddleby, he bought a wagon and joined a circus.

3. The doctor got money by letting people pay to look at the pushmi-pullyu.

< Summary >
Chapter 1
Dr. Dolittle lived in a small village. He had many animals living with him. He learned how to speak to animals in their own language. He didn’t have many patients and needed money to pay for food for them, so he sold everything he had. All the animals in the village became his patients.
Chapter 2
The people in the village stopped bringing their animals to him. They were afraid of the crocodile in his house. His sister was very angry with him and left him to get married. The animals looked after him but Dr. Dolittle was very poor again and couldn’t buy anything

Chapter 3
Dr. Dolittle heard that there were a lot of sick monkeys in Africa. He decided to go there and make them better. He borrowed a boat from a sailor.  He sailed to Africa with some of his animal friends.

Chapter 4
On the way to Africa, Doctor Dolittle’s boat sank. He swam to the shore with his animal friends. An African man came out of the forest and wanted to know who they were. Dr. Dolittle told him and the man took them to his king.

Chapter 5
The king did not like men from other countries. He put the doctor and the animals in prison. Polynesia tricked the king into letting them go. The queen told the king that he had been tricked. The king tried to stop Dr Dolittle from leaving, but it was too late.
Chapter 6
The doctor and the animals set out for the Land of the Monkeys. The king sent his soldiers after them. They hid from the soldiers. Then they went on their way. The soldiers came after them again. They came to a river.  Monkeys helped them cross the river by making a bridge with their bodies.


Chapter 7
The doctor wanted to cure the sick monkeys. He needed animals to be nurses. The King of the Lions didn’t want to be a nurse. Then one of his cubs became ill. The Lioness was angry with the Lion. She told him to get other animals to help nurse the cub and the sick monkeys.  

Chapter 8
The doctor wanted to go home. The monkeys gave the doctor a strange animal. They told him people would pay to see this animal. He set off on the journey home but the soldiers took him to the prison again. Polynesia made the Prince tell his father to let them go.

Chapter 9
The doctor had to get away from some pirates.  Thousands of birds pulled his ship to an island. His ship was not good and soon sank. Sharks helped him take the pirates’s ship. He told the pirates that the sharks would not eat them if they stopped being pirates.

Chapter 10
A boy was locked up on the pirates’s ship. The doctor helped him find his father. Dolphins helped Dr. Doolittle to find the man. The man’s friends told the doctor how to sail home. When he got home, people paid to see the strange pushmi-pullyu. He had enough money to live with all his animals.
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