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Unit 1 HUMAN RIGHTS HERO
A.

Do you know what human rights are? They are basic rights.  They include things like the right to vote and free speech.  Many people believe that everyone should have these rights. They are important. Everyone needs fair treatment. Rights must become laws. This way, everyone can understand and clearly follow them. This keeps social order and peace. Sometimes people think about rights in opposite ways. People have to struggle for rights when they can’t agree. Human rights activists are people who struggle for rights. One of the most well-known activists is Martin Luther King, Jr. Why is he well-known? King died struggling for the cause of human rights. He led peaceful struggles for human rights in the US in the 1960s. People who disagreed with King abused him. They called him names and threw things at him. He peacefully continued the struggle. The government eventually changed its laws. All people got equal rights. King’s story gives people around the world hope. King’s dream lives on with those people. They struggle for rights where they live.
· Martin Luther King, Jr. is known around the world as one of the greatest human rights activists who ever lived. His famous speech, “I have a dream,“ helped give people hope for a better future.
· The US government is broken up into three different groups called branches. When a law needs to be made, followed, and understood, these three branches work together. The branches are the legislative, the executive, and the judicial branches.
· Politicians in the legislative branch make the laws. They let citizens know what they can and cannot do.
· Police officers in the executive branch enforce the law. They represent the government and try to make sure everyone is following the law.
· Judges in the judicial branch understand the laws and decide what should be done if there’s a problem.  
B.
Human (rights) are (basic) rights. An example is the right to have (fair) (treatment). Another example is free speech. Many people think everyone should have human rights. Everyone needs fair treatment. So human rights are important. They must become laws. All people can understand and follow laws. Laws help keep society orderly and peaceful.  Sometimes people think in (opposite) ways about rights. People (struggle) for rights when they can’t agree. Human rights activists struggle for rights. Martin Luther King, Jr. is one of the most well-known activists. He lived in the US in the 1960s. He died ﬁghting peacefully for human rights. He led important struggles for human rights. King was (abused) by people who disagreed with him. Yet he (continued) to struggle for human rights peacefully. The government changed its laws to (include) everyone because of King. All people got equal rights. King’s story gives people everywhere (hope). His dream lives on. People struggle for rights where they live.
Unit 2 CLASS CONSTITUTION
A.

To: Pete12345@supergreatmail.com
From: Nate

Subject: Class Constitution

Dear Pete, 
Today was the first day of class. My new teacher, Ms. Diggs, told us that we should make the class rules.  First, we all shared our ideas about rules. There were lots of great ideas. Ms. Diggs wrote them on the board. Some of the ideas were similar, but others were in conflict. There were too many suggestions. Next, Ms. Diggs put us into different teams. Each team chose ten rules. We debated our opinions. Sometimes we agreed, but other times we couldn’t. Ms. Diggs erased the rules that we agreed weren’t needed. There were still fifteen rules left. We each voted for the ten best rules. Everyone went back to their individual desk. We took out a piece of paper and wrote down the fifteen rules. Ms. Diggs collected everyone’s ballot. We counted up the votes. The ten rules that got the most votes became our class constitution. Ms. Diggs printed it on a special piece of paper. She put it up on the wall. We can all see and remember it easily. How was your first day of school? 
-Nate
· First, we shared ideas about rules.  There were lots of ideas. The teacher called this “brainstorming.”
· Next, we had a debate. We talked about everyone’s ideas for rules.
· Then we voted for the ten best rules.
· The class constitution was put up in class.
B.

To: Pete12345@supergreatmail.com
From: Nate

Subject: Class Constitution

Today was the ﬁrst day of class with my new teacher. Ms. Diggs told us that we should make some class (rules). We all (shared) our ideas about rules ﬁrst. Many great ideas were suggested. Ms. Diggs wrote them on the board. Some of the ideas were in (conﬂict), while others were similar. After that, Ms. Diggs put us into teams. The teams all chose ten rules. Then, we (debated) our (opinions). We couldn’t agree sometimes, but other times we did. The rules that we agreed we didn’t need were erased. We had ﬁfteen rules left. Everyone went to their (individual) desk after the debate. We each wrote the ﬁfteen rules on our papers. Then we (voted) to choose the ten best rules. Ms. Diggs (collected) everyone’s (ballot). We counted up the votes and chose the ten rules that got the most votes. They became our class (constitution).  
-Nate
Unit 3 1997 LEGO® SPILL
A.

In 1997, there was a big accident. A cargo ship was hit by a powerful wave. Some 4.8 million LEGO pieces in a container spilled into the ocean. They sank to the ocean floor near southern England. Later, LEGO bricks washed ashore. They are still being found today. Recently, people found LEGO pieces on Australian beaches. They think the LEGO bricks might be from the 1997 accident. Is that possible? To explain this, let’s look at how ocean currents work.  

Ocean water comes from many places. It flows in different directions. Warm river water rushes into the ocean. It doesn’t slow down. This forms a current. Warm currents are like flowing rivers inside the cold ocean. They are strong. They can carry objects. But how far? Since 1997, the LEGO pieces could have drifted over 100,000 km. The earth’s equator is about 40,075 km around. The LEGO bricks could be anywhere on earth! So, this shows us that ocean currents can carry things far. If you find a LEGO piece on a beach, it could be from the 1997 spill!
· Things get washed ashore by currents and things can get pushed out into the ocean and drift away in currents as well. Be careful if you ever go to the beach!
· One thing that creates currents in the ocean is warm water from rivers that flow into the colder ocean water. Rivers on land always flow in the same direction because of the land, but warm ocean currents flow in the ocean like a river and can flow in different directions.
· Hot and cold water currents flow around the world. Currents can carry things with them as they flow.
B.
In 1997, 4.8 million LEGO bricks spilled into the ocean near southern England. They came from a(n) 1. container that fell off a cargo ship. The ship was hit by a powerful 2. wave. LEGO pieces are still washing 3. ashore today. In Australia, people also found LEGO pieces that washed ashore. Could these LEGO bricks be from the 1997 4. accident ? To ﬁnd the answer, let’s understand ocean 5. currents.  Ocean water ﬂows in different 6. directions. It comes from many places. Warm river water 7. flows into the ocean. It doesn’t slow down when it 8. rushes into the ocean. This is a current. They are like strong, ﬂowing rivers inside the ocean. Current water is warm. Ocean water is cold. Currents carry objects. How far do they go? The LEGO pieces from 1997 could have 9. drifted over 100,000 km. Earth’s equator is about 40,075 km around. The LEGO bricks could be anywhere! Things that 10. sink in the ocean don’t always stay there. Sometimes currents carry them far away. Remember this if you ﬁnd something on a beach.
Unit 4 TIDAL TURBINES
A.
Tides are the rise and fall of ocean water levels. The Sun and the Moon cause tides. The Earth spins on an axis. The Earth orbits the Sun. The Moon orbits the Earth. They both pull on the Earth. Gravity pulls everything on the Earth. This includes ocean water. The Moon is closer to the Earth than the Sun. Since the Moon is closer, its pull is stronger. It has a stronger effect on the Earth’s tides. Tides move a few times each day.
Tidal movement generates energy. This is a power source that people can use. Tidal power stations make electricity from tidal energy. The world’s first tidal power station is in France. It’s the Rance Tidal Power Station. It was built in 1966. The biggest tidal power station in the world is in South Korea. It’s the Sihwa Lake Tidal Power Station. It was built in 2011. It has ten turbines to create power. That’s enough power for 500,000 people. Tidal power is clean. It limits global warming. The power source will last almost forever. Our country should build a tidal power station.
· A turbine is being put in the ocean near a tidal power plant. The water pushes the turbine and it spins.  This is how the energy is moved from the ocean to the power station.
· Several smaller turbines could be used as a cheaper, easier way to collect tidal energy and turn it into electricity. Big power stations cost a lot of money to build.
· A French postal stamp shows the Rance Tidal Power Station in the English Channel. It was built in 1966 and is the world’s first tidal power station.
B.

I believe we can get cheap energy from the Earth’s 1. tides. This is because tides occur when ocean water moves closer to, or farther from, the shore. Tides are the rise and fall of the ocean’s water levels. Tides happen because the Sun and the Moon both pull on the Earth. The Earth 2. orbits the Sun. The Moon orbits the Earth. The Earth spins on a(n) 3. axis. 4. Gravity pulls on everything. These forces together make tides move in and out a few times daily. All this movement 5. creates energy. In some places, it’s used as a clean energy 6. source. Tidal power reduces pollution. It helps limit global warming. Tidal power  7. stations turn energy from tides into 8. electricity. The Rance Tidal Power Station in France is the world’s ﬁrst tidal power station. The Sihwa Lake Tidal Power Station in South Korea is the world’s biggest. It has ten 9. turbines. They can 10. generate 553 gigawatts of electricity each year. That’s enough power for 500,000 people. Tidal energy is cheap and clean. We should build a tidal power station, too.
Unit 5 BAKING CAKES
A.
This is a recipe for a cake. Wash your hands before you start. Get the ingredients ready. 

You will need:

□ 240 ml of sugar

□ 120 g of butter

□ 2 eggs

□ 360 ml of flour

□ 8 ml of baking powder

□ 120 ml of milk

□ 450 ml of chocolate sauce

□ a little salt
Set the oven to 175°C. Ask a parent to help you.
Get a bowl. Use a spoon to mix the sugar and butter together.  Add the eggs to the bowl and mix. Then slowly add the flour. Add the baking powder after the flour.  Mix in the salt. Add in the milk. Mix the batter until it is smooth.
Pour everything into a cake pan. Put the cake pan into the oven. Ask a parent before you open the oven. Bake the cake for 40 minutes.
· Use fresh ingredients to make the best cake.
· Ovens in the United States use Fahrenheit, but ovens in other countries usually use Celsius.
· You can use a whisk or a spoon to mix the ingredients together.
· The cake pan should be half to three-quarters full.
· Add candles to make a birthday cake.
B.

This is a recipe for a berry cake. Get the ingredients ready. You will need: 220 ml of sugar, 120 g of butter, 2 eggs, 360 ml of ﬂour, 8 ml of baking powder, 120 ml of milk, 450 ml of strawberry sauce, 1 cup of blueberries, and a little salt. Set the oven to 180°C. Ask a parent to help you. 1. Wash the blueberries in cold water. Dry the blueberries. Get a bowl and a big spoon. Mix the sugar and butter together. Add the eggs to the bowl and mix. Mix in the salt and 2. baking powder. Add the ﬂour and the milk. Mix the 3. batter until it is 4. smooth. Add the blueberries. Mix gently. 5. Pour the batter into a cake pan. Put the cake pan into the oven. Bake the cake for 45 minutes. Take the cake out and 6. cool it. Pour the strawberry 7. sauce on top of the cake. 8. Decorate the cake with blueberries.  9. Cut the cake and 10. enjoy.
Unit 6 PARTY PLANING
A.

To: adam_p@mmail.com
From: Rita

Subject: Grandpa’s Birthday

Hi, Adam. 
Grandpa’s birthday is in two weeks. I’d like to plan a big birthday party. I’d like to make it special because he is turning 80 years old. I will be very busy planning. Do you want to help me? We can have the party in the park. We can bring tables and chairs. We can also bring balloons to decorate the party. I’d like to invite twenty-eight guests.  I have made a list of their names. Five people can sit at one table, so we need six tables. I will order pizza. One pizza has ten pieces. Each person can have two pieces. That means we need fifty-six pieces. I will order six pizzas. I will buy juice. One bottle is 1 liter. Each person probably drinks 250 ml. That means one bottle for four people. So, I need to buy seven bottles. David will get our favorite bakery to bake a special birthday cake.  We can cut one cake into eight pieces. How many cakes do you think we need? Four or five cakes? Check out the attachments. These are some of my ideas. E-mail me back!
 -Rita
· Let’s have lots of colorful balloons
· Five people can sit at a table. We need six tables.
· We need at least four cakes. I want to give this one to my grandpa.
· My grandpa likes vegetables, but I like meat. How many different kinds of pizza should we order?
B.

To: adam_p@mmail.com
From: Rita

Subject: Grandpa’s Birthday

Hi, Adam. Thank you for helping me 1. plan Grandpa’s birthday party. Grandpa was very happy. Everyone had a great time. It was a sunny and warm day. It was a perfect day to have a party in the park. Grandma’s birthday is next month. Can you help me again? We can have the party at my house. There will be twenty-eight 2. guests (the same as Grandpa’s party). Can you help me 3. invite Grandma’s friends? I will give you their phone numbers. I will invite the family. Grandma likes the color purple. I’d like to decorate the room with purple 4. balloons. We can ask the guests to 5. bring purple ﬂowers for Grandma. If everyone brings ﬁve ﬂowers, we will have 140 ﬂowers! She will be very happy! David will be 6. busy, so he can’t bake the birthday cake. So, I will 7. order cakes from the 8. bakery. If I buy four cakes, I can cut each cake into seven 9. pieces. We will also need seven 10. liters of juice for everyone. What do you think?
–Rita
Unit 7 WELCOME TO SOUTH AMERICA
A.
South America is one of the seven continents on our planet. It is the fourth largest continent. The Atlantic Ocean is to the east of South America. And the Pacific Ocean is to the west. Most of South America is in the Southern Hemisphere. Spring and summer are from September to February. Fall and winter are from March to August. The landscape of South America is diverse.  Most people know about the Amazon rainforest.  But there are also flat grasslands and soft wetlands. There are also many mountains and deserts.
The Amazon River is the world’s second-longest river.  It runs through Brazil, Venezuela, Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador.  It is 6,840 km long. The Andes is the longest mountain range in the world. It is located on the west of South America. It stretches from north to south. The highest point is Mount Aconcagua in Argentina. It is 6,962 m high. The Atacama Desert is the second-driest place on the planet. It only gets 1 mm of rain each year. It is located in northern Chile.
· There are millions of species living in the Amazon rainforest.
· The Andes Mountains go from Venezuela to Chile.  They cross through Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia.
· Some parts of the Atacama Desert do not even get one drop of rain. 

B.

South America is the fourth-largest 1. continent.  The Atlantic Ocean is on the east. And the Paciﬁc Ocean is on the west. Most of South America is in the Southern 2. Hemisphere.  Spring and summer are from September to February. Fall and winter are from March to August. The 3. landscape of South America is 4. diverse.  It is not just the Amazon rainforest. The Pantanal is the world’s largest 5. wetland. It rains a lot every year. It covers Brazil, Bolivia, and Paraguay. The Pampas is a 6. grassland. It is mostly 7. flat with no mountains. Cows and horses eat plants here. The Andes Mountains is the longest 8. mountain range in the world.  It is located on the west. It stretches from north to south. The highest 9. point is Mount Aconcagua in Argentina. It is 6,962 m high. The Atacama 10. Desert is the second-driest place on the planet. It only gets 1 mm of rain each year. It is located in northern Chile.
Unit 8 VISITING BRAZIL
A.

Please tell me about yourself. 
My name’s Carla. I’m 11 years old.  I come from a multicultural family. My father is Danish, and my mother is Brazilian. We live in the US. 

Have you ever visited your parents’ countries? 
We visited my mother’s hometown in southeast Brazil last summer. 
How did you communicate with your family in Brazil? 
My mother taught me Portuguese. So, I was able to communicate with my family. 

What did you like most about the trip? 
I loved the enormous outdoor market. I danced to live music and tried many delicacies. I was able to learn about my mother’s culture.
What did you learn about Brazilian culture? 
Brazilians are very positive and energetic people. I learned that we should always enjoy life. 

Why is it important to learn about different cultures? 
Other cultures can be beautiful, and we can learn from each other. Then we’ll be able to understand each other more.

Do you have any plans to visit Denmark? 
Yes, we’ll visit Denmark next summer. I’m eager to learn about my father’s culture.
· Brazil has bands called samba bands, and the drums are called bateria.
· We ate lots of barbeque and a special soup called feijoada.
· Brazilian outdoor markets are called feiras. They don’t just sell things there; people dance, eat, and have fun.
· Brazilians love sports. They really like soccer and Brazilian jiu jitsu. Brazil hosted the 2016 Summer Olympics.
· Denmark is a country in Northern Europe.
B.

Please tell me about yourself. My name’s Carla. I’m 11 years old. I live in the US. My father is from Denmark, and my mother is from Brazil. Have you ever 1. visited your parents’ countries? Last year, we visited my mother’s 2. hometown. She is from São Paulo in Brazil. What is São Paulo like? It’s a(n) 3. enormous city located in the 4. southeast of Brazil. It’s a very multicultural city with people from all over the world. How was the food? I tried many 5. delicacies at the 6. outdoor market. My favorite was the chicken heart.  What did you learn about Brazilian culture? Brazilians are very 7. positive/energetic and 8. energetic/positive people. I learned that we should always enjoy life. Why is it important to learn about different cultures? Every culture is beautiful, and we can learn from each other. Then, we’ll be able to 9. understand each other more. Do you have any plans to visit Denmark? Yes, we’ll visit Denmark next summer. I’m 10. eager to learn about my father’s culture.
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