Level 1 Just So Stories < Answer Key >
Chapter  1

Preview Questions

1.   A whale is a big sea animal. 

2.  Whales eat lots of very small fish. Some whales eat other kinds of animals, too.

3.  Whales live in the ocean

Review Questions

1.  The last fish in the sea hid behind the whale’s ear.

2.  He took the whale to an island.

3.  The whale cannot eat anything large because there is a grate in its throat.

Chapter  2

Preview Questions

1.   Camels live in deserts.

2.  They have one or two humps on their backs.

3.  They can go without water because it is stored in the hump. 

Review Questions

1.  The animals were angry with the camel.

2.  They were angry because the camel would not work. He was lazy.

3.  The magician gave the camel a hump. The camel would not need to eat or drink for three days so he could work.

Chapter  3

Preview Questions

1.   This story is about how the rhinoceros got his wrinkled skin.

2.  A rhino is a big animal that eats plants.

3.  The rhino’s skin is gray and tough. 

Review Questions

1.  The man lived near the sea. 

2.  He put the crumbs on the inside of the rhinoceros’s skin.

3.  The rhino scratched a lot and it caused his skin to fold. 

Chapter  4

Preview Questions

1.   A leopard is a large wild cat with spots.

2.  Leopards live in Africa.

3.  Ethiopia is in Africa.

Review Questions

1.  The zebra and giraffe went to the hills so they could hide.

2.  The zebra grew stripes on his skin and the giraffe grew blotches on his skin. They hid in the trees and the markings made them hard to see.

3.  The Ethiopian gave the leopard some of his skin color so he could hide. 

Chapter  5

Preview Questions

1.   Kangaroos live in Australia.

2.  Kangaroos hop very fast. They also have pouches to carry their babies in.

3.  The kangaroo hops everywhere because he has strong legs. 

Review Questions

1.  The kangaroo wanted to be different. He wanted other animals to run after him.

2.  Nqong agreed to help him.

3.  The kangaroo now hops everywhere because his back legs are strong. They became strong after the dog chased him.

Chapter  6

Preview Questions

1.   A jaguar is a large wild cat. It lives in South America.

2.  The jaguar will go to the water because he wants to eat. 

3.  The young jaguar will find animals at the river.

Review Questions

1.  A hedgehog is different because he has sharp spines on his back.

2.  She told him to scoop the tortoise out of his shell. 

3.  She told him to drop the hedgehog into the water.

Chapter  7

Preview Questions

1.  You can see crabs on the seashore.

2.  Yes, I do. (No, I don’t.)

3.  Answers vary: I saw a very big crab. It was about a foot long. I have only seen very small crabs.

Review Questions

1.  The water flowed out onto the land when the crab went into the sea.

2.  All the water flowed back into the sea.

3.  The Great Magician made the crab smaller. He also took his shell away for one month every year. 

Chapter  8

Preview Questions

1.   This story is about cats. It may also have some other animals in it, like dogs and birds.

2.  Answers vary: Cats are very independent. Cats are very clean animals. Cats are cute.

3.  Cats walk in a graceful way. They walk very quietly.

Review Questions

1.  The woman gave dog some meat and let him sleep by the fire. The dog said he would help man when he was hunting. 

2.  The woman said she would feed the horse grass and give him clean water every day. The horse said that man could ride on his back.

3.  The cat helped take care of their baby. He also caught a mouse that scared the woman.

Level 1 Just So Stories < Summaries >

Chapter 1   Why the Whale Stopped Eating People      

A very large whale ate almost all of the fish in the sea. The last fish told the whale to eat a man. The whale swallowed a man and his boat, but the whale didn’t like having those inside of it. It wanted them out again. The man got out, but he left his boat in the whale throat. That is why whales cannot swallow big things, only small fish.
Chapter 2   How the Camel Got Its Hump

 A camel was always lazy. He would only eat and drink and sleep.  A horse, a dog, and the ox were angry because they worked very hard. A magician heard them, and gave the camel a hump on its back.  The camel could now work for three days without eating or drinking.

Chapter 3   How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin

 A rhinoceros with smooth skin scared a man and ate his cake.  The man was mad. When the rhinoceros went into the water, it took off its skin and left it on the shore. The man baked a hard cake and rubbed crumbs inside the rhinoceros’ skin while it was in the water. The rhinoceros scratched itself so much that its skin got many folds in it. This also gave the rhinoceros a bad temper.
Chapter 4   How the Leopard Got His Spots

   An Ethiopian was friends with the leopard. They had problems hunting together because zebra and giraffe could hide well among trees. The Ethiopian took some color from his own skin and put black spots on the leopard’s skin so that it could hide in the trees when it hunted. After that, they could have food again.
Chapter 5   How the Kangaroo Learned to Hop

The kangaroo used to have four short legs. It wanted a big god named Nqong to make it different. Nqong told a hungry dingo to chase it. The kangaroo had to hop get away from a dog. The kangaroo’s two legs became bigger and stronger. Later, Nqong told the kangaroo to thank the dingo for making it different. The kangaroo was not happy with the way Nqong made it different.
Chapter 6   How Armadillos  Came to Be  

A mother jaguar told her child how to eat a tortoise and a hedgehog.  A hedgehog and a tortoise confused the young jaguar by changing places. The hedgehog and the tortoise looked like different animals to the jaguar. It went home and told its mother what it saw. The mother jaguar said that he must have seen a different animal, an armadillo.

Chapter 7   How the Crab Became Small

 A giant crab was so big, it made the seawater flood the land. The animals asked Man and his Daughter to help.  Man and his Daughter went to the great magician. The Great Magician made the Giant Crab very small. He stopped the Giant Crab from making the sea flow on the land by changing its size.
Chapter 8  The Cat Who Walked By Himself

All animals were wild long ago. The Dog, the Horse, the Cow and the Cat were all enemies of Man. Man and Woman lived in a cave. One by one, all of the animals went to cave and made a deal with Woman to live there. Woman agreed as long as they helped her and Man. Only the cat did not make a deal like that. Woman and Cat made a deal that if she praised Cat three times, Cat could live there. The Cat helped her baby and caught a mouse, so Woman praised Cat three times. The Cat could now come into the cave, sleep near the fire, and drink milk.  
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