Listening to the News 2_Fun Facts and Links 

American Life
Fun Facts:

1. Did you know that people still dig for gold?
2. Did you know that some people actually want shorter summer breaks?

3. Did you know that there are many good places to go to school in the United States?
Books/Links:

1. Places Rated Almanac: The Classic Guide for Finding Your Best Places to Live in America (Savageau, 2007)
2. History of the Summer Vacation (http://www.infoplease.com/spot/schoolyear1.html)
3. The Urban Gold Prospector (Monticelli, 2011)

4. How Do Apples Grow? (Maestro, 1993)

5. Homelessness (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homelessness)
General Interest
Fun Facts:

1. Did you know that in the old days, children weren’t allowed to use calculators in class?

2. Did you know that before the modern calculator was invented, people used an abacus to do math?

3. Did you know that e-book readers are the most popular selling electronic device in the United States?
Books/Links:

1. The Abacus (http://www.ee.ryerson.ca/~elf/abacus/intro.html)

2. E-book reader: The Amazon Kindle (www.amazon.com/kindle)

3. Wine Prices (wineprices.com)

4. The Papermaker’s Companion (Hiebert, 2000)

5. Bees (Braatz, 1998)
Science
Fun Facts:

1. Did you know that algae can be used as a source of energy?

2. Did you know that there are many folk remedies for curing a cold?

3. Did you know that finger length can be related to personality?

Books/Links:

1. Prescription for Herbal Healing (Balch, 2002)

2. Algae (Graham and Wilcox, 2008)

3. The Vertical Farm (Despommier, 2010)

4. The Vertical Farm Project (www.verticalfarm.com)

5. Tech Terms (www.techterms.com)
World Interest
Fun Facts:

1. Did you know that there is such a thing as a green bus?

2. Did you know that snakebites can kill a person?

3. Did you know that reindeer are real animals?
Books/Links:

1. Kenya: Lonely Planet Guide (Firestone, 2009)

2. Reindeer (A Day in the Life: Polar Animals) (Marsico, 2011)

3. Snake Bites (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/000031.htm)

4. The Race to Build Really Cheap Cars (http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/07_17/b4031064.htm)

5. Telecommunications in Kenya (http://www.tespok.co.ke/)
