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Unit 1 Superman
“Look! Up in the sky! It’s a bird... It’s a plane... It’s Superman!” Have you ever heard this familiar saying at the beginning of movies or television shows? It introduces a famous character known around the world: Superman. He is a crime fighter with incredible powers. Do you know the origin of this famous superhero? Two childhood friends, Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, dreamed him up. Superman first appeared in a series of comic books called Action Comics in June of 1938. 
What makes Superman so different from other comic book heroes? He wasn’t the first caped hero to fight crime in comics. For example, a hero called the Phantom fought bandits in comic books before Superman. However, the Superman character was much more popular than the other heroes in comic books at the time. Superman supposedly comes from the distant planet of Krypton. His otherworldly birth gives him super-powers on Earth. He is able to fly. He can bend steel with his bare hands. In fact, he is almost indestructible. 

It might surprise you to learn that Superman was originally a villain. The two men realized that the character would be more popular as a hero. The character has appeared in television shows, movies, and music videos. His kindness and bravery have made him a popular superhero with people of all ages.
Unit 2 The Hopper 
I want to draw my own comic book. Who knows, maybe my superhero will one day become as famous as Superman or Batman. First and foremost, a superhero needs a secret identity. Superman is Clark Kent during the day, just like Batman is Bruce Wayne. They are just normal people until they put on their costumes and assume their secret identities. They do this to protect the people in their lives from acts of revenge. I think my superhero will disguise himself as a grasshopper. Watch out for the Hopper!
Next, I need to think of my hero’s physical abilities. These abilities will set the Hopper apart from other superheroes. Superman can fly and has super-strength. Batman has all sorts of special gadgets that help him fight crime. The Hopper will be able to jump, of course. He will be able to jump over tall buildings and across great distances. Grasshoppers have the ability to make a high-pitched sound with their legs. The Hopper will use this sound to disable his enemies. In addition, he will be able to command thousands of bugs to help him.

There is so much to do when creating a superhero. I have to draw the Hopper in his costume. I also have a lot to figure out. Why does he have these abilities? Where does he come from? I even have to think of villains for him to fight!
Unit 3 The Great Volcano
In the summer of 1883, one of the worst natural disasters in history took place. Krakatau, a volcano in Indonesia, erupted. The eruption created the loudest sound ever recorded. People heard the volcano as far away as Perth, Australia. Two-thirds of the island of Krakatau sank into the water. Rocks, ash, and fire flew up into the sky.
The devastation of the eruption was truly terrible. The volcano exploded with the force of 200 megatons of TNT. This is 13,000 times greater than the atomic bomb that fell on the Japanese city of Hiroshima during World War II. Tens of thousands of people died when giant waves and storms of ash tore through their villages. 

As a result of the eruption, weather patterns changed around the world. The eruption caused skies from Asia to Europe to darken. For months, people saw blood-red sunsets. This was because Krakatau had thrown so much ash into the atmosphere. Bright red clouds inspired many artists to paint some of the most famous outdoor scenes.

Today, many people are afraid that another big eruption in Indonesia could cause problems for the rest of the world. Eruptions can cause giant waves and cast ash into the atmosphere. They can also leave thousands of people dead or homeless. It is important to study volcanoes carefully to ﬁnd clues about when they might erupt. Information like this can save thousands of lives.
Unit 4 The Story of Pele
Have you ever heard of the mighty Pele, goddess of volcanoes? The islands of Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean are famous all over the world for their beautiful volcanoes. The people of Hawaii once told stories about the goddess Pele to explain how volcanoes came to their islands.

Hawaiians said that long ago, Pele was born on the faraway island of Tahiti. As a young girl, she would play with the fire gods below the earth. She once caused a dramatic eruption by playing with them for too long. Pele’s sister, the sea goddess, was very angry with her for causing the eruption. She chased Pele all the way to Hawaii. Pele took shelter there on the mountain of Mauna Loa. It is the world’s largest mountain from its summit to its base below the sea. There, even her sister’s waves could not quench the fires that she loved, and the mountain became a volcano.
A few years ago, park rangers at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park decided to tell visitors a scary story. They said that whoever took pieces of rock from the volcano back to his or her home would be cursed by Pele. Of course, they only said this to stop people from taking rocks from the park. However, people took the story very seriously. Many people overseas even sent rocks they had taken long ago back to Hawaii!
Unit 5 The Academy Awards
The Academy Awards are prizes that reward excellence in filmmaking. They are the most prestigious honors that the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS)  gives out. Each year, members of AMPAS nominate many films, filmmakers, and actors for awards. Only a lucky few are winners. The awards themselves are statues of a warrior holding a sword in his hands. They are 34 centimeters tall and weigh 3.85 kilograms. People usually call the statues Oscars. Today, pet cats are cherished members of many families. However, modern cats still act like their wild ancestors. For example, some cats still hunt mice and rats.
The Academy Awards ceremonies began in 1929 when the silent movie Wings received the prize for Best Picture, or best movie of the year. Since then, the Oscar ceremonies have become famous for many funny and embarrassing situations. In 1948, Rosalind Russell was so sure she was going to win Best Actress that she stood up even before she heard the winner of the award. It actually went to a different actress, Loretta Young. In 1974, when David Niven was about to announce the winner of Best Picture, a naked man ran across the stage.

Since 1929, there have been Oscar ceremonies every year. Many movies that won Best Picture are loved and watched over and over again to this day. People enjoy watching the yearly awards because they love the excitement of the event.

Unit 6 Young Oscar Winners
Since the Academy Awards began, a handful of very talented children have won Oscars. In 1935, for example, 6-year-old Shirley Temple won an *honorary Oscar for her skill in singing and dancing. However, Temple did not defeat other nominees to receive the real award.
In 1974, however, 10-year-old Tatum O’Neal defeated four other nominees to receive the Best Supporting Actress award for Paper Moon. O’Neal played a girl named Addie Loggins. She traveled with her father across the country cheating people out of money. She was only 8 years old when they filmed the movie. The man who played her father was her parent in real life. In 1994, 11-year-old Anna Paquin also received the Best Supporting Actress award, for The Piano. She played the child of a deaf woman in New Zealand. There have also been several child nominees who did not win the award. For example, in 2000, 11-year-old Haley Joel Osment was a nominee for his part in The Sixth Sense. He played a boy who was able to see ghosts.

Sadly, no child has ever won a lead acting award. In 2004, 13-year-old Keisha Castle-Hughes came close when she was a nominee for Best Actress in Whale Rider. However, she did not win the award. One day, though, a child might take home the big prize!
Unit 7 Hans Christian Andersen
Have you ever read the stories of Hans Christian Andersen? He was the author of many world-famous tales, like “The Ugly Duckling” and “The Little Mermaid.” He was born in Denmark to a poor family in 1805. Through hard work, he was able to become a famous and popular writer. In fact, he is one of the most famous people to ever be born in Denmark.

Most biographies of Hans Christian Andersen describe the author as a shy, sweet man. They say that he was a friend to everyone who met him. However, this might not be true. There is some evidence that Andersen did not get along with everyone.

In 1847, the writer visited England. At the end of his trip, he decided to stay with his friend Charles Dickens. At this time, Dickens was the most famous writer in England. At first, he was happy to host Andersen. However, time went by, and Andersen did not leave Dickens’ house. When Andersen finally left England for Denmark, Dickens’s daughter said that Andersen “was a bony bore.” As a result of the visit, Dickens made the villain of his famous book David Copperfield similar to Andersen. For years, Andersen sent letters to Dickens and did not understand why he never received answers.

Many of the fairy tales of Hans Christian Andersen, such as “The Little Mermaid,” have unhappy endings. His tales for children are very unique because they often talk about pain and sadness.
Unit 8 The Myth of the Little Mermaid
Do you know the story “The Little Mermaid”? In 1837, Hans Christian Andersen’s legendary fairy tale became one of the first stories to show mermaids as kind characters. Before Andersen, people usually assumed that mermaids were evil.
In ancient Greece and Rome, writers told stories about beautiful women who lived in the sea. They were called sea nymphs. Much later, German people told stories of Lorelei. This beautiful mermaid inhabited a cave on the Rhine River. When sailors saw her combing her golden hair and singing, they would get distracted and crash their boats.

Andersen’s mermaid was very different from these predecessors. She falls in love with a human prince. She gives her tongue to a witch to buy human legs. Later, she makes the decision to die for the prince. Andersen’s mermaid was different than other literary ones in another way. She tried to help the men she encountered and not hurt them.

Many authors have rewritten and retold Andersen’s famous tale. Psychologists sometimes even write about the “Little Mermaid complex,” in which women give up too much power to the men in their lives. In Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark, there is a very famous statue of the Little Mermaid sitting on a stone near the water. Hooligans sometimes harm this work of art!

Unit 9 Australia’s Wildest Animals
Australia is famous for its wonderful animals. The kangaroo, the koala, and the wallaby all live only in Australia. These three animals are all marsupials. Many animals grow into babies in their mothers’ bodies. A marsupial mother, however, gives birth to her offspring very early. Each little marsupial is known as a joey. A joey lives in its mother’s pouch—a special fold of skin. Every marsupial mother has a pouch. The joey lives in the pouch for months, growing and nursing. The joey needs to stay in the pouch until it has fur.
Australia is an island country. It is isolated from the rest of the world. Scientists believe that it broke away from other lands and became an island over 100 million years ago. Unlike most other places on earth, Australia did not have large predators. With nothing to eat them, marsupials were some of the many unique animals that survived in Australia.

Marsupials used to live in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. They mostly became extinct there for many different reasons. Scientists learn about them from their fossils. In North America, only one kind of marsupial still survives: the opossum.

Marsupials can look very different from each other. Kangaroos have two large back legs with which they propel themselves. They eat grasses and other plants from the ground. Koalas have four legs of equal size. They live in trees and eat mostly eucalyptus leaves.

Unit 10 Life in the Outback
Caleb Watts lives on a ranch with his mother and father in the Australian Outback. The Outback is a wild, untamed place full of hills and fields. Caleb’s father said it was always his dream to live on a ranch in the Outback. However, Caleb dislikes the ranch. Caleb misses the convenience of living in a place with shopping malls and restaurants. Sometimes, he even misses going to school. At first, he thought it would be fun to take classes online. Now, he misses having friends.
There is a billabong next to Caleb’s house. A billabong is an oasis of water in the barren Outback. Many animals, such as the dingo, a type of wild dog, drink at the billabong. Last year, Caleb saw a young dingo drinking at the billabong. He named the dingo Archie. Every day, Caleb would leave some food beside the billabong for Archie. Whenever he played with the dingo, Caleb felt less alone.

One day, Caleb’s father came home late from a trip around the ranch in his truck. “Today,” said Caleb’s father, “I shot a dingo on our ranch! I saw it running around next to the billabong near our house.” Caleb ran to his bedroom and started to cry. He didn’t think he could forgive his father. Later that night, Caleb saw Archie outside. His father shot a different dingo on the ranch.

Unit 11 A Brave New World
Zordon O’Migrit was born in 2780. In 2792, his family moved to New Washington, a city on the moon. For many years, life was very dangerous for the pioneers who lived on the moon. In the year 2540, for example, an entire city was destroyed when its casing burst open. Now, however, life on the moon is very safe. After all, there are thousands of cities there. New Washington is one of the oldest and most famous settlements on the moon.
Every morning, Zordon wakes up at 8:00. His robot, Evander, chooses his clothes for him and washes his dirty laundry. After Evander makes Zordon breakfast, it is time for school. There, he and the other students use a special invention called the Enhancer. Invented in 2650, it allows humans to memorize information better than ever before. Like most children, Zordon has the encyclopedia, the dictionary, and over five hundred novels memorized.

After school, Zordon goes to an arcade to play dream-games. These miraculous games make you feel like you are living other people’s lives. Ten minutes in real life can feel like ten months in a dream-game. Evander goes with him and makes sure that Zordon comes home on time. Zordon’s mother and father have programmed Evander to always take good care of Zordon and the rest of their family.
Unit 12 A Community Service Project
Today was my first day working at the soup kitchen. My high school has a fifty-hour community service requirement. That means that all students must take part in community service projects for a total of fifty hours. Some students are tutoring children who need help in school. Others are helping senior citizens with their grocery shopping and other chores. I chose to volunteer at the Second Community Food Bank and Soup Kitchen. 
Second Community is the largest soup kitchen in the city. It provides hot meals to individuals and families. Some of the people it serves are homeless. Others have homes but lack the income to buy adequate food. The food bank also supplies groceries to people in need.

Today, I worked in the food service line. I brought out trays of food from the kitchen. Experienced chefs prepare the food. They are also donating their time. We served a meal of turkey, mashed potatoes, steamed broccoli, and salad. Everyone was extremely polite. The patrons seemed truly thankful to receive a meal. It was also great to see them cleaning tables.

This experience has already taught me a lot about volunteering and *philanthropy. People can increase their contribution when they work together. If I had cooked a meal alone, I could have fed four or five people. Today, I helped to feed over two hundred.

Unit 13 Amazing Athletes
Since their reestablishment in 1896, the modern Olympic Games have been celebrating the spirit of competition. The Games are a showcase for the world’s top athletes. It takes great dedication to become an Olympic champion.
The Olympic Games have welcomed athletes of all ages. For instance, at the 1920 Summer Olympics, 72-year-old Oscar Swahn won a silver medal in men’s shooting. Also, at the 1896 Olympics, one member of the Greek gymnastics team was Dimitrios Loundras, who was 10 years old. His team came in third, and Dimitrios went home with a medal to make him the youngest winner. The crowd loved him for his great skill and dedication.

Many Olympic events cater to the talents of young athletes, especially gymnastics, which favors small, strong, and light athletes. Other events like diving, ice skating, and swimming often produce very young champions. Their small size is not an impediment but a real benefit in some cases. Thus, many countries begin preparing athletes with Olympic potential at a very young age. Some parents have their children start before they turn 6!

Unit 14 A Special Gymnast
Have you heard amazing stories that took place at the Olympic Games? Would it surprise you to find out that a 14-year-old girl was a great Olympic athlete? Nadia Comaneci was an exceptional gymnast. She was on the Romanian Olympic team and made Olympic history.

Nadia trained very hard as a young girl. Her coach was Bela Karolyi. He was a famous coach in Romania. He quickly recognized that Nadia was a prodigy. By the time she was 6, he already had her training six days a week. She sometimes practiced for more than four hours in a single day. She became the European Champion at age 13. Even if Nadia was a great gymnast, she was also a sweet little girl who stayed interested in other things. She especially loved collecting dolls. She had over two hundred dolls!

Nadia became world renowned during the 1976 Summer Olympics in Montreal, Canada. She took part in the Olympics as a gymnast on the uneven bars. These are two bars. One is about five feet above the ground. The other is over seven feet tall. Gymnasts swing around and fly between them. Nadia wowed the judges. They all gave her the highest score: 10.0. This is how she garnered the first perfect ten in Olympic history.

Nadia went on to get six more perfect tens. She participated again in the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow, where she won more gold and silver medals. However, she retired from competition the following year.
Unit 15 Feral Children 
Think of all the things that parents do for their children. Parents feed and clothe their children. They teach them to speak. They teach them how to live with others. Now, imagine a child’s life without parents. Children without people to raise them are called feral children. Of course, feral children are not very common. Usually, someone wants to take care of an orphaned child.
Feral children are somehow separated from society at a very young age. They live alone for many years, away from all other humans. Sometimes, people find feral children and try to save them from their terrible lives. Even if someone tries to help them, however, they are usually very hard to teach. Scientists believe that there is a crucial period of language learning between the ages of 3 and 7.

In France two hundred years ago, a boy was found in the forest. He acted like a wolf. He growled and walked on all fours. He was unable to learn to speak. More recently, police officers discovered a girl in Los Angeles, California. Although she was 13, she could not speak. She had been kept in a closet all her life by cruel parents. No one ever spoke to her, so she never acquired language. Both of these children were feral. They had missed out on vital early education. They had never learned about human culture or society.
Unit 16 I Am Kaspar Hauser
Long ago in a small German village, a boy suddenly appeared. He had a note pinned onto his clothes. The note said, “I am Kaspar Hauser.” The boy appeared to be about 16 years old. However, he acted like he was 4 or 5 years old. He almost could not speak. In fact, he almost could not walk or stand. The people of the village were very interested in the boy’s origins. They also wondered what to do with him. They were all curious about the mystery of Kaspar Hauser.

Finally, a schoolteacher was able to teach Kaspar to communicate with others. The man coaxed him to communicate through the use of special drawings. Kaspar was a gifted artist. By studying Kaspar’s pictures, the teacher was able to piece together the story of Kaspar’s past.

Kaspar had only ever seen one other person in his whole life so far. Before coming to the village, he was forced to live in a box. A person would leave food and water and bathe Kaspar. Kaspar was unable to say who that person was. 

Kaspar was a feral child. He had never learned about human culture or society. One day a man came and let him out of the box. He put the note on his clothes and left him in the village. The mystery of Kaspar Hauser enthralled Europeans for many years. Even today, no one knows the truth about his life.
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