Reading Challenge 2 
1. In the Name of Beauty  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist                 Meaning                                    
affect (v)            to have an influence on 
ancient (adj)         very old                                         

appearance (n)      outward aspect of a person                       

apply (v)            to put on                                        

around (prep)       on all sides of                                  

chalk (n)            a soft white rock made mostly from seashells     

chemical (n)         a substance obtained by a chemical process     

cosmetic (n)        a preparation designed to beautify the body       

deadly (adj)         extremely poisonous or injurious                  
drop (n)            a small quantity of a liquid 
dye (n)             liquid for coloring                                

end up             to finally become                            

harmless (adj)      not causing harm                            

henna (n)           a red or orange dye made from the henna plant

improve (v)          to make better                              
in some cases       sometimes                                   

in the name of       for the reason of                             

kohl (n)            a powder used around the eyes                 

lead (n)            a soft metal                                  

mercury (n)         a poisonous liquid metal                      

nerve (n)           a part of body that passes information to the brain  

poisonous (adj)     containing a poison                               
powder (n)         tiny pieces of something solid                      

pupil (n)           a hole in the middle of the eyes                     

rather (adv)        to a certain extent; somewhat                      

rouge (n)           a red cosmetic used on the cheeks                

sulphur (n)         a pale yellow nonmetallic element                  

sunscreen (n)      a preparation used to protect the skin from the sun 

throughout (prep)   all through                                      
treatment (n)       application of remedies to a patient              

wig (n)             an artificial covering for the head               

2. Who Took That Tooth?  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist               Meaning                                      
add up             to equal                                   

although (conj)     regardless of the fact that; even though      

be responsible for   to have the duty of                         

century (n)          a hundred years                           

concerning (prep)   in reference to; about                      

consider (v)        to think of                                  

count on           to rely on                                   

custom (n)         usual thing to do by tradition                  

exact (adj)         specific; accurate                            

exchange (v)      to change for another                         

fairy (n)           a tiny mythical creature with magic powers     

fat (n)             part of meat with a lot of oil                   

feed (v)            to give food to                               
for instance        for example                                   

guardian angel     a spirit protecting a person                     

instead of          in the place of                                 

involve (v)          to contain as a part                           
link (v)             to connect with                                

magical (adj)       having special or magic powers             

magpie (n)         a black and white bird                      

mystery (n)         a strange event                            

origin (n)           the point at which something begins         

pillow (n)           a soft thing to support one’s head when sleeping
present (n)         a gift                                          

respect (v)         to think highly of                               

role                a part or function of a thing or a person          

roof (n)            the top or covering over a house                
similar (adj)         having the same characteristics            

the wee hours      between midnight and 4 or 5 a.m.            

though (adv)        however                                  

3. The Ring of Fire  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist                  Meaning 
chain (n)              connected series of events                

come up with          to think of first                            
consist of              to be made of                   

constantly (adv)        without stopping                 

continent (n)           a large area of land              

dormant (adj)          quiet; sleeping                   

earthquake (n)         shaking at the surface of the earth 

enormous (adj)        very great in size                  

erupt (v)               to become violently active         

float (v)               to stay on the surface of a liquid    

flow (v)               to move like liquid                          

frequent (adj)          happening often                   

lava (n)               molten rock that reaches the earth’s surface 
locate (v)              to determine or specify the location       

magma (n)            molten rock in the earth’s crust            

material (n)            what something is made of               

melt (v)                to become liquid                     
plate (n)              a thin flat layer, part, or structure            

process (n)            steps or events to some result         

rate (n)                 speed                               
right on the mark        exactly correct                         

run into                 to hit or bump                         

section (n)             one of several parts or pieces           

slide (v)                to move smoothly                      
lightly (adv)           to a small degree or extent            

southward (adv)        in the direction of south              

suggest (v)            to imply as a possibility               

surface (n)             top; covering                        

theory (n)              idea; assumed law in science         

volcano (n)

4. Myths about Pimples  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning 
acne (n)             medical word for pimples                      
argue (v)            to have an argument about something         

as a result          consequently                                 

claim (v)            to assert or affirm strongly                    
clear up            to become clear                                  

cure (v)             to fix or solve a health problem               

disease (n)          an abnormal condition of a body part         

encourage (v)       to urge                                      
extra (adj)           more than what is necessary               

fatty foods          foods with lots of fat in them               

frequently (adv)     many times at short intervals                

germ (n)            a very small organism that causes diseases      

get rid of            to eliminate                                 

grow up             to get older                                 

hormone (n)        a chemical produced in the body              
infection (n)         disease caused by germs                    

irritate (v)           to make a health problem worse              

level (n)             a relative degree                            

myth (n)             untrue story or belief                        

necessarily (adv)     definitely; surely                            

normally (adv)        under normal conditions; usually            
pimple (n)           a red spot of infection on the skin             
pop (v)             to break; burst                           

puberty (n)          teenage years when the body changes    

reach (v)            to arrive at                              

remedy (n)          cure                                    

scratch (v)          to use the nails to relieve itching           

specialize (v)       to devote oneself to special area of work   

teenager (n)        a person between the ages of 13 to 19     

turn into            to become                               

5. I Cut the Cheese!  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning                                    
absorb (v)        to take in                                     
admit (v)         to say one did                            
bacteria (n)       tiny living organisms                            

beans (n)         seeds of some plants that you can eat             

chemical (n)      a substance obtained by a chemical process     
cut the cheese    to make a bad smell; fart                      

delay (v)         to stop for a short time                         

diet (n)           usual food of a person                      

digestive (adj)     relating to digestion                            

embarrass (v)     to cause to feel self-conscious               

face up to        to confront                                   

fart (v)           to break wind                                 

garbage (n)       food waste                                      

harmful (adj)      dangerous                                      

have ~ to do with  to be connected with                      

in addition         also, as well                                    

intestine (n)       bowel; gut                                        

nervous (adj)      scared or worried                               

oxygen (n)        air                                              

poison (v)        to have a harmful influence on                   

proud (adj)       filled with self-esteem                        

pressure (n)      force or push                                     

reaction (n)       a response to a stimulus                          

release (v)        to let go                                        

sooner or later    sometime in the future                            

source (n)        origin; beginning                               

stinky (adj)        having a bad smell                             

stomachache (n)  pain in the stomach                               
swallow (v)        to pass something through the mouth           
therefore (adv)     for that reason or cause                        
6. The Greatest Brit  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning                                    
add (v)            to say or write further 

against (prep)      in resistance to                               
bomb (v)          to attack, damage or destroy                    

Brit (n)            a British person                                

common (adj)     well-known                                    

control (n)         power to direct or determine                    

deadline (n)       a time limit 

during (prep)      at some time in a period                        

fill out             to complete a form                            
give up            to stop doing something                        

humorous (adj)     showing humor                               

impact (n)         strong effect                                 

include (v)         to have as a part                               

in the end         finally                                          

list (n)             a series of names, words, or items              
literature (n)       creative writing of recognized artistic value       

politician (n)       one who is actively involved in politics          

Prime Minister     a high office in the British government 
quite (adv)        to a degree; rather                             

quote (n)          a passage or expression that is cited             

rank (v)           to take or have a particular position          
receive (v)         to take or acquire                               

serious (adj)       thoughtful                                      

speech (n)        a talk or public address 

survey (n)         research tool that asks questions to people 
talk about         to discuss                                 
through (prep)     by the means of                              

vote for           to choose                                      

well-known (adj)   famous                                        

while (conj)        during the time that                        

7. Are Sports Bad for You?  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning 
acceptable (adj)     worthy of being accepted 

aggressive (adj)      bold and active                           

allow (v)             to permit                                   

basic (adj)           primary; fundamental 

behavior (n)          way of acting                               

call someone names  to insult or abuse someone with words      

cheer (v)             to shout with excitement or praise           
coach (n)             a person teaching or leading athletes        

copy (v)              to follow as a model or pattern              
effect (n)             result; consequence                         

face up to            to confront                                 

feedback (n)          responses to someone’s work               

further (adv)          to a greater extent; more                    

healthy (adj)          having a good body and mind                
impression (n)        first idea about                              

injure (v)             to cause physical harm to                 

insult (n)             an offensive action or remark             
knock yourself out    to try so hard you become exhausted     

media (n)            television, newspapers, magazines, etc. 
message (n)         meaning; idea 

negative (adj)        having the quality of something harmful       
over and over        again and again                            

positive (adj)         involving advantage or good                 

powerful (adj)        strong                                      

reinforce (v)         make stronger                               

self-esteem (n)      opinion about oneself                        
value (n)             beliefs a person follows in life                   

violence (n)          action that hurts others                         
whether (conj)        under any circumstances that              

yell (v)               to speak loudly and in anger                 

8. May I Have Your Autograph?  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning 
admire (v)         to look up to                                  

arena (n)          a place to watch sports                          

around (prep)      about; close to                                  

autograph (n)      signature of a famous person                     
business (n)       occupation, work, or trade                        

chic (adj)          fashionable                                    

collect (v)          to gather things that you like                  
collection (n)       a group of objects kept together                 

cost (v)            to have as a price                        
depend on         to be or change because of something       
earn (v)            make money through work                      

entertainer (n)      actors, singers, dancers                       
fame (n)           level of public notice or popularity                
hang around       to wait or stay somewhere 

hound (n)          one who eagerly pursues something 

like (prep)          such as; for example 

matter (v)           to concern 

on the other hand   from another standpoint                          

pay (v)             to give money in exchange for goods            
profile (n)          an essay of famous person’s achievements      

rare (adj)           not common                                    

rarely (adv)         not often; infrequently 

signature (n)       official written name                              

sign (v)            to write                                      

sometimes (adv)    at times; now and then                           

throw away         to discard                                      

under (prep)        less than                                     

valuable (adj)       having worth or merit                            
willing (adj)         ready to do happily                        

worth (adj)          equal in value to something specified     

9. Can You Smell That?  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist                  Meaning                                 
adjust (v)              to 

available (adj)          possible to get 

capable of             able to                                

colleague (n)           a person you work with                      

commercial (n)         a paid advertisement on TV or radio         

current (adj)           belonging to the present time               

delicious (adj)          having a very pleasing taste                

equipment (n)          devices, parts, machines                    

expensive (adj)         high in price                               

gel (n)                 a thing like jelly 

give off                to emit                               

hold (v)                to have or keep                            
image (n)              picture                                  

in process             begun, and not completed              

mass production       the process of making a lot                 

operate (v)            to run                                      

patent (n)              paper giving rights for an invention 
precise (adj)            exact 

presently (adv)          at this time or period                        
production (n)          the act or process of producing              

prototype (n)           first model                                

public (n)              the people as a whole                        

put heads together     to work together                           

rather than             instead of                                

release (v)             to let go                                   

reservoir (n)            a place to hold water or liquid            
right around the corner  in the near future 

silicon chip             small computer device made of silicon      

solid (n)                hard thing, like metal, rock, wood, etc. 

tiny (adj)               very small                                  

10. Desert Delivery  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning 
appreciate (v)       to be thankful for                             

assistant (n)        helper                                         

borrow (v)          to get temporarily 

camel (n)          a humped, long-necked animal in desert areas 

compare (v)        to examine the similarities or differences of     
delivery (n)        the act of conveying or delivering                  

effort (n)          an attempt to do something                       

entice (v)          to attract                                      

expand (v)         to make bigger                                  

get hold of        to take or get something 
herdsman (n)      a person who takes care of a herd of animals 

hit on an idea      to suddenly think of a good plan              
imagine (v)        to make a guess                                 

latest (adj)         most recent; up-to-date 

librarian (n)        a person who works in the library                   

local (adj)          nearby; neighborhood 

lookout (n)         a guard 

mobile (adj)        capable of moving or being moved easily 
novel (n)           a fictional prose narrative                          

on time            according to schedule; punctually 

punish (v)          to make one suffer for some error                
rack one’s brain    to think very hard                            

recently (adv)       in the recent past; lately                        

region (n)          a large portion of earth’s surface; area            
shortage (n)        lack                                            

spare (adj)         extra                                            

stiff (adj)           very high                                   

strap (v)            to tie down                                      

twice (adv)          two times                                    

village (n)           very small town                                 

11. Shakespeare, Where Are You Now?  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning                                     
and then some      plus more                                   

approve of          to have a good opinion about                 
attend (v)           to go to                                      

attraction (n)        a thing to see                                 
audience (n)        a group of people watching a show             

award (n)           prize                                           

cannon (n)          a big gun on wheels used for war               

come across        to encounter                              

completely (adv)     wholly; entirely; altogether                       

destroy (v)          to tear down                                  

Elizabethan (adj)    related to times in England from 1550-1600  

entertainment (n)    songs, plays, ballet, opera, etc.                 
fire (v)              to shot                                       

natural lighting      sunlight 

location (n)         place                                        

open air            without a roof                                

original (adj)        preceding all others in time; first                
perform (v)          to act, sing, dance, etc. 

playwright (n)       a person who writes plays                     
props (n)           things actors use during a performance        

Puritans (n)         people of a certain religious movement        

rebuild (v)          to build again                                

scene (n)           the place where an action occurs               

stage (n)           an area in which actors perform                 
survive (v)          to live or last through a time                   

tear down           to destroy 

theater (n)          a building where the performances are presented 

the world over       around the world                           
tourist (nj)          someone who travels for pleasure 

witch (n)            a female sorcerer or magician                    
12. What’s in a Name?  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning 
ancestors (n)       relatives from long ago                          

be named after     to have the same name as                 

character (n)        personal qualities or features 

come up with       to discover                                  

determine (v)       to decide or settle                             

dictate (v)          to order or determine                          
elements (n)        basic parts                                     

fortune-teller (n)    a person who foretells your future               
in contrast to        unlike                                       
influence (v)        to affect                                    

in some cases      sometimes                                     
instead (adv)        on the contrary                           

means (n)           a method or way 
momentous (adj)    important and big                              

method (n)          a way of doing something                     

particular (adj)       specific; individual                            

personal (adj)       of a particular person 

personality (n)       qualities that are peculiar to a person 
play a large part     to be a reason for                        

preferences (n)      likes                                            

professional (adj)    skilled and earning money                     

reflect (v)           to show                                       

relatives (n)         members of the family 
similarly (adv)       in a similar way                              

traditionally (adv)    according to tradition                      

treasure (v)         to keep or regard as precious              

typically (adv)       normally; usually 

wanderer (n)        someone who moves about                    

whereas (conj)      while at the same time

within (prep)        inside                                       

13. Out of Rainforests  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning                                     
acre (n)           approximately 4000 square meters               

cancer (n)         a disease of uncontrolled cell growth             
circulation (n)      movement of blood                              

clear (v)           to remove all things from                        

countless (adj)     very many 

cover (v)           to spread over the surface of 

cut down          to cut through a tree so it falls to the ground   

destruction (n)     the condition of having been destroyed           

disappear (v)       to pass out of sight                          
drug (n)            medicine                                       

enter (v)            to go into                                     

furthermore (adv)    in addition; moreover                          

harvest (v)          to gather 

humid (adj)         moist                                        

ingredient (n)       an element in a mixture                           

insect (n)          an animal like beetles and flies                    
lung (n)            either of the two respiratory organs in the chest    

make up           to combine together to form a group           

planet (n)          earth                                         

pollution (n)        waste products 
provide (v)         to supply                                      

rainforest (n)       a forest that gets much rain                      

reach (v)           to touch                                    
result in            to lead to                                 

second (n)          1/60 of a minute                                

species (n)          a category of biological classification            

square kilometers    ㎢                                       

surprising (adj)      causing wonder or amazement                  

tropical (adj)        hot and humid                                 

worldwide (adv)     throughout the world                          

14. Hello Toes!  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning                                    
ability (n)          skill; talent                                     

additionally (adv)   furthermore; in addition                         

benefit (n)         a helpful or good effect 

bounce (v)         to make small up and down movement        

correct (v)         to fix                                           

do’s and don’ts    general rules to follow                         
flexible (adj)       capable of being bend or flexed                  

get a start on      to begin in a decided or major way              

hips (n)           the sides of your lower body                    
imbalance (n)      uneven amounts or levels                       

immediately (adv)  right away; without waiting                       

injury (n)           damage to a part of the body                    

jogging (n)        slow, constant running                           

joints (n)          areas of connection between bones              

lengthen (v)       to make or become longer                        

lift (v)             to raise                                        

loose (adj)        not tight or fastened                             

muscles (n)        parts of the body that does work                  

nutrient (n)        a source of nourishment in a food 

realize (v)          to know                                        
recommend (v)     to give advise or counsel                       

reduce (v)          to make something smaller in size or amount     
regularly (adv)      in a regular way                               

repeat (v)          to do again                                    

smooth (adj)       continuous and even                           

stress (n)          a state of mental or emotional strain             
stretch (v)          to reach out or extend part of the body      

toe (n)             one of the digits of a foot                      
warm up           to make or become ready for an activity     

weight training      exercising with weights                    

15. The Misunderstood Tomato  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist                Meaning       
apprehension (n)     worry; fear                                  

accept (v)           to agree to eat or take                       

Aztecs               a tribe that lived long ago in Americas        

be due for           to be time for something to occur        
by law               officially; legally                             

conquer (v)          to defeat and control                         

controversy (n)      disagreement                                 

deadly (adj)          very dangerous                              

essential (adj)       necessary                                  

farm (v)             to grow food                                

flesh (n)             soft tissue of a fruit                            

import (v)            bringing in things from other countries          
ingredient (n)        a thing used in making a food               

introduce (v)        to put something into use for the first time     

legally (adv)          with permission by law                      

make a living         to have a job                             
mention (v)          to refer to                                  

misunderstood (adj)  incorrectly understood or interpreted         

monster (n)          a cruel wicked inhuman person                

quite a bit of         quite a lot of                                

recipe (n)            a set of directions for making food           

sauce (n)            a thick liquid eaten with food to add flavor      

seed (n)             a small round object produced by a plant       

sign (n)              mark or evidence                             

Spanish (adj)         relating to Spain, its people, ors culture     

surround (v)          to encircle                                

tax (n)               money that must be paid to the government    

vegetable (n)         edible seeds, roots, stems, or leaves 

werewolf (n)          a person that changes into a wolf 

yellowish (adj)        somewhat yellow 

16. East is East, West is West  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning                                     
appear (v)           to come into sight                          

a string of           many in a row                                  
call the shots        to make the decisions                      

career (n)           general course of working life                
case in point        an example to support a point 

comedy (n)          a kind of movie that makes you laugh        

deal (n)             a business transaction 

demand (v)          to ask for                                 

despite (prep)       in spite of                                 

dialog (n)           conversation                                  

director (n)          a person who supervises the actors 

distribute (v)         to give out                                 

even (adv)           much; still                                   
explain (v)           to make clear                                

fast-paced (adj)     fast-moving                                  

film (v)              to make a movie                            

hit (n)               very popular thing                            

market (n)           a place where goods are offered for sale 

martial arts          Asian sport for self protection 

movie-goer (adj)    one who goes to see movies                   
offer (v)            to present for acceptance                    

opera (n)           a traditional kind of singing play                

propel (v)           to push 

realize (v)          to come to understand                         

rush hour           a period of heavy traffic 
spare no expense   to spend a lot to buy or make something 

star (v)             to be the lead actor or actress                
until (conj)          up to the time that                            

worldwide (adv)     throughout the world 

17. Rights of Lefties  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning                                     
achievement (n)      something good that you achieve 

approximately (adv)   about                                         

consider (v)          to think of                                   

contribute (v)         to help bring about a result                   

creativity (n)          the ability to produce new ideas or things 

drop-out (n)          quitting school 

efficient (adj)         working in an effective way 

emotion (n)           feelings                                       

equally (adv)          evenly; the same                             

excel (v)              to do very well                              

force (v)              to compel                                   

frustration (n)         feeling of annoyance at being hindered         
have in common      to share the same characteristics          

hemisphere (n)        half of a sphere                             

intelligent (adj)       able to learn and understand easily 

logic (n)              a scientific way of thinking                    

neglect (v)           to pay little or no attention to                  

perception (n)        awareness; powers of observation            

prejudice (n)         an adverse opinion formed beforehand          

punish (v)            to make one suffer for some error            

ratio (n)              measure of X per Y (X/Y)
recognition (n)        respect; credit 

result in              to lead to 

sinister (adj)          evil and suspicious 

southpaw (n)         a left-handed person                        
stereotype (v)        to have a fixed idea about                   

switch (v)            to change                                    

tend to               to be likely to                          
turn out              to finally become                       

whereas (conj)       while at the same time                         

18. The Longest Walk   

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning                                     
arrest (v)          to take someone away to ask about a crime     

assault (v)         to attack verbally or physically                  
attack (v)          to hit or damage in a violent way               

Bible (n)          the holy book of Christianity 

carry (v)           to hold something with you 
complete          to finish 

continent          one of the seven areas of land on the Earth 

cross (n)          the symbol of Christianity                        
encounter (v)      to meet someone or something unexpectedly    

feat (n)           acts of skill; extraordinary actions                
globe (n)          earth                                          

incredible          too strange to be believed 

inspiration (n)      encouragement; motivation 

in total             in all; all told 

island (n)          an area of land that has water around it 
journey (n)         a long trip                                      

keep on           to continue to do something                    

make (v)          to succeed in achieving a goal                  
mob (n)           a big, disorganized group of people               

nation (n)          a country 

neighborhood (n)   an area of a town that people live in               

preach (v)         to give a speech about religion                  

record (v)         to write down information 

share (n)          part 

state (n)           a province or political unit 

threaten (v)        to promise to do a bad action 
vandalize (v)       to destroy 
vision (n)          goal                                           

website (n)        an area of web where information can be found 

work out           to exercise                                     

19. Not All Hackers Are the Same  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning 
access (n)         a way of entering or leaving                      

alter (v)            to change                                      

by far              clearly 

challenging (adj)    difficult, in a way that tests your ability         

code (n)           a secret word or number                         
delete (v)           to remove, especially a written word            

get a rush          to have a sudden feeling of intense pleasure  

hacker (n)         someone who hacks into other people’s computers 
hacking (n)         getting into other people’s computer systems      

illegally (adv)       against the law                               

interact (v)         to communicate with or react to 

manipulate (v)      to control or influence 

military (adj)        relating to armed forces                        
network (n)         a system of computers that are all connected 

online (adj)         connected to a computer network 

passive (adj)        not active                                   
password (n)       a secret word or combination of letters 

private (adj)         not public                                     

protocol (n)         a set of rules that control the way data is sent   

security (n)         safety; protection 
share (v)           to use something at the same time with others    
site (n)             a location on the Internet                       

software (n)         computer programs 

somehow (adv)      to a small degree or extent                    
sort of              kind of; a little                                

threat (n)            danger                                         

unauthorized (adj)   not officially or legally allowed                
unlimited (adj)       having no restrictions or controls                

valid (adj)           correct; appropriate                            

virus (n)            a software capable of causing harm to files      

20. Weird Inventions  

Vocabulary Practice

Wordlist              Meaning 
accidentally (adv)     by chance                                  

Antarctica (n)         an extremely cold continent at the south pole  
be in good company  to be like others                    

bizarre (adj)          very strange                                  

clerk (n)              a person who works in an office              

climate (n)           the weather in some location                   
connect (v)          to join or fasten together                    

continent (n)         a large area of land                            

contradict (v)         to disagree with                           
design (v)            to create or make                         

distance (n)         the extent of space between two places         
electricity (n)        a form of energy that provides power to devices  

flap (n)               a thin flat piece that can go up and down    

handy (adj)          useful or convenient                         

high-quality (adj)     of superior quality 

invention (n)          a new device                                

irrigation (n)          giving water through pipes or channels        

out in left field        strange; unrelated to other things             
physics (n)           the science of matter and energy             

prevention (n)        stopping someone from doing something 

radio-controlled (adj)  operated and guided by radio           
retirement (n)          withdrawal from your occupation or business 

seriously (adv)        to a severe or serious degree 
set off                to start                                   

thirsty (adj)            needing to drink                             

tube (n)               pipe                                       

underwear (n)         clothes worn next to the skin                  

unrealistic (adj)        not realistic                                

wave (n)              regularly repeated up and down movement 

weird (adj)            strikingly odd or unusual                      
