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Name: ________________                 Score: ________________ 

Unit 1-10 

A. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. A dead buffalo is easy ______ for hyenas. 

a. prey  b. animal c. victim  d. aim 

 

2. Camels can travel through the ______ for days without water. 

a. prairie b. glass land c. desert d. mountains 

 

3. Police collected ______ from the crime scene. 

a. wealth b. evidence c. proofs  d. victims 

 

4. In a state of ______, the audience fled in all directions. 

a. confusion b. peace  c. illness  d. anxiety 

 

5. Even a bird tries to ______ its young. 

a. keep  b. live  c. cover  d. protect 

 

 

B. Fill in the blanks with the correct word(s).  

1. Thank you very much ______. 

a. so  b. much  c. indeed d. at least 

 

2. ______ it rains, it pours. 

a. Whenever b. Whatever c. Wherever d. Whichever 

 

3. Anthony failed the math exam ______ though he studied hard. 

a. as  b. even  c. just as d. despite 

 



Short Articles for Reading Comprehension 2_ Midterm Test   

4. Tom has ______ friends at school, so he feels lonely. 

a. many  b. some  c. several d. few 

 

5. Senior citizens of sixty or ______ are eligible for a free entrance. 

a. over  b. so  c. on  d. up 

 

 

C. Choose the best answer. 

 

Archaeologists discovered that prehistoric people chewed tree resin. The ancient Greeks chewed 

resin from the mastic tree. The act of chewing mastic resin was believed to be good for the teeth. 

The English word “masticate” is derived from Greek, and it means to chew food. Furthermore, the 

ancient Mayans from South America chewed sap from the sapodilla tree. They called this sap 

“chicle,” and it was this sap that became the basis for the modern chewing gum industry. Indeed, 

one brand of sugar-coated gum is called Chiclets. 

It has also been found that spruce tree resin was chewed by Native Americans as a type of thirst 

quencher. It is thought that settlers adopted this habit, and the custom eventually spread. It 

wasn’t until 1848, however, that the first chewing gum was manufactured. John B. Curtis produced 

Pure Spruce Gum in the state of Maine in the US. 

Gum chewing did not become popular until after 1869, when former Mexican president Santa Anna 

took refuge in the US. He persuaded inventor Thomas Adams to use chicle to produce a fruit-

tasting gum. It became so popular that by 1888 people could buy chewing gum from vending 

machines. 

 

1. Who first began to chew tree resin? 

a. Prehistoric people 

b. Ancient Greeks 

c. Ancient Mayans 

d. Native Americans 

 

2. Who chewed spruce tree resin? 

a. Prehistoric people 

b. Ancient Greeks 

c. Ancient Mayans 

d. Native Americans 
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3. Who chewed sap from the sapodilla tree? 

a. Prehistoric people 

b. Ancient Greeks 

c. Ancient Mayans 

d. Native Americans 

 

4. When was the first chewing gum manufactured? 

   a. In 1888 

   b. In 1869 

   c. In 1848 

   d. In 1906 

 

5. Who manufactured the first chewing gum? 

   a. Santa Anna 

   b. John Curtis 

   c. Thomas Adams 

   d. The Greeks 

 

 

D. Choose the best answer. 

 

Two of the most famous national flags are the British Union Jack and the American Stars and 

Stripes. The Union Jack is made up of four separate flags, one each for England, Scotland, Wales, 

and Northern Ireland. The American flag contains thirteen stripes, which represent the thirteen 

original colonies, and fifty stars, which represent the fifty US states. 

During wars, different armies had different flags so that the soldiers knew who the enemy was. 

These flags were often called “standards.” If a standard-bearer was killed or wounded, another 

soldier had to pick up the flag so that the army continued to know who to fight. 

For thousands of years it has been a custom to plant a flag on newly conquered or discovered 

territory. When, for example, the Americans landed on the moon, an astronaut planted the 

American flag. Similarly, when Amundsen reached South Pole for the first time, he planted the 

Norwegian flag. 

Flags are also used to send messages. Ships used flags to send messages to one another before 
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the invention of radio. 

1. How many countries does the Union Jack represent? 

a. One 

b. Two 

c. Three 

d. Four 

 

2. What do the stars on the US flag represent? 

   a. Countries 

   b. States 

   c. Counties 

   d. Colonies 

 

3. What does “plant a flag” mean? 

   a. To put the flag into the ground so that it may grow 

   b. To place a flag firmly in the ground 

   c. To create a flag 

   d. To support a flag 

 

4. Who is a standard-bearer? 

   a. One who carries the flag during the combat 

   b. One who serves as a standard for soldiers 

   c. One whose job is sending messages 

   d. One who shows moral standards 

 

5. Why did armies have flags? 

   a. To let soldiers identify the enemy 

   b. To show off their courage 

   c. To honor their nation 

   d. To let soldiers know where to retreat 


