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Unit 1 NEW CITIES
A.
Cities are bad for the environment. The homes of plants and animals are destroyed. The large amounts of energy people use causes pollution. Fortunately, there is a new way to build and run cities. These new cities are called eco-cities. There are three major things that make an eco-city different. First, “eco” means “environment.” Eco-cities are built into the natural environment. So, the environment is not destroyed. Second, energy is made in natural ways. So are food and water. Finally, less waste is produced. Most waste is recycled. Eco-cities do less harm to the environment. The natural environment stays within them. Pollution is limited. Waste is reduced. We should build eco-cities. This will help the environment. The world will be a better place for everyone.
Need for green spaces in cities 
Heavy use of fuel and cars in cities damages the environment and causes pollution. This situation can be improved by creating green areas.
Creating a green space in an old city 
The High Line is an old railway track that was turned into a park in Manhattan, New York City.
Making environment-friendly energy 
Solar panels on a city building use energy from sunlight to make clean energy for the building.
B.

More and more cities are being built. This harms the environment. Cities use a lot of land.  This 1. destroys plants’ and animals’ homes. City people use a lot of energy. This causes 2. pollution. But we can build eco-cities. There are three things that are special about eco-cities. First, they don’t destroy the 3. environment. They make it a part of the city. Also, they use 4. natural ways to make food, water, and energy. Lastly, they 5. recycle most things. This way, they 6. reduce waste. In eco-cities, there is nature all around us. There is 7. limited pollution. There is less waste 8. produced. This makes a cleaner environment. With eco-cities, the world will be a nicer place to live in.
Unit 2 MY SPECIAL HOUSE
A.
Dear Chris, 
It’s interesting to learn about your life in the city. My family built our own house. It’s a special house. It’s made out of old glass bottles. Sand was packed tightly inside the bottles first. Next, we built short clay and mud walls for each side of the house. Then, we put a row of bottles on the walls. We covered the bottles with clay and mud. We repeated this many times. There are more than 9,000 bottles making up our house. We live in the desert. In the daytime, it’s very hot. At night, it’s cold. The house is great for the desert. In the day, it stays cool inside. At night, it stays warm. The bottle house is strong. It’s stronger than a house made of bricks. Write back soon, 
-Tiffany
· This is one side of the house. I sit nest to this window when I study.

· This is one of the walls of our house. See the rows of bottles?

· This is the other side of the house.

B.
Dear Chris,
It’s fun to learn about life in the city. My family lives in a special house. We built it ourselves. We used old glass bottles. The bottles were tightly packed with sand. They were put in a row on low walls. The low walls were made with mud and clay. The bottles were then covered with clay and mud. These steps were repeated many times. More than 9,000 bottles were used in our house. Our house is in a desert. The desert has hot days and cold nights. The house is just right for this. During the day, it’s cool inside. At night, it’s warm. The house may not sound strong. But it’s stronger than a brick house. Write back soon, 
-Tiffany
Unit 3 ECOSYSTEMS
A.
All living things need energy from food. They can be categorized by how they get energy. There are three categories. The first is producers. All producers are plants. They make their own food. They do this using the sun’s energy. The second category is consumers. One kind of consumer eats producers for energy. Another kind eats other consumers. The third category is decomposers. They break dead things and waste down into soil. They get energy from these things. In turn, the soil helps producers make energy.
Each category of living things gives the others energy. They need each other to live. Together they make up an ecosystem. There are many kinds of ecosystems. They can be small, like a pond, or big, like a forest.
· Plants, from trees to bushes and grass, are producers. They make energy through a process called photosynthesis.
· Plant-eating animals like zebras are consumers. They eat producers.
· Termites, worms, and mushrooms are decomposers. They turn dead producers and consumers into soil to get energy from them.
B.

All living things need food energy. They can be put into three 1. categories by how they get 2. energy. The ﬁrst group is 3. producers. They are all plants. Producers make their own food. They do this with the help of energy from the sun. The second group is 4. consumers. They get energy in two ways. Some consumers eat producers. Others eat other consumers. The third group is 5. decomposers. They get energy from dead things and 6. waste. They turn them into energy at the same time. The 7.soil in turn gives producers energy. All groups need each other to live. They need each other’s energy. They are part of a(n) 8. ecosystem. There are different types of ecosystems. Examples are deserts and rivers.
Unit 4 HARD WORKERS
A.
Jenna is hiking with her family at Goldface Mountain.
Jenna: What are those?

Jenna’s brother: I don’t know, but they look like ants.

Jenna: Mom, look at this!

Mom: Oh, there are termites.


Well, termites are decomposers get energy by breaking down waste and dead plants and animals.

Jenna’s brother: So, they are eating this old, dead tree?

Mom: Yes, and they add nutrients to the soil as they do so. Plants need the nutrients to grow.


Jenna: Oh, so decomposers help plants grow when they live and clean them up when they die.


Mom: They sure do. They work 24-7.

Jenna’s brother: Wow, they work really hard!


I’m glad I’m not a termite.

Jenna: No, but you kind of look like one!

B.
Jenna is 1. hiking on Goldface Mountain with her family. “Hey, look at this!” said Jenna. “Hmm, is this some kind of ant?” said Jenna’s brother. “Mom, what are these over here?” he asked.  “They are 2. termites,” their mom answered. “What are they 3. busy doing?” “Termites are decomposers. They eat waste and dead things to get energy.” “Are they eating this dead tree, then?” “Yes, they break it down. This makes 4. nutrients for the soil. Plants use the nutrients for energy.” “So, termites make soil rich for plants to 5. grow. Then they 6. clean them up when the plants are dead.” “They sure work 7. hard.” “Yes, they work around the clock, every day.” “Well, I’m 8. glad I’m not a termite!”

Unit 5 F1 SPEED

A.
New Auto Magazine

What makes F1 race cars fast? There are many reasons. F1 race cars are light. And they carry only one person. They weigh about 702 kg. Normal cars weigh about 1,819 kg. Lighter cars can go faster. F1 cars are also aerodynamic. They move through air easily. Race teams study aerodynamics. They spend millions of dollars a year on this. They want to make a winning race car. Then, they will win much more money.
F1 cars get to 300 km/h in about 9 seconds. Regular cars need 10 seconds to make 100 km/h. Being light, F1 cars can also slow down quickly. They must do this when they turn. Otherwise, they will crash. Aerodynamics and weight are important. Race teams need to get them right. Then, they’ll have a winning car.
· F1 stands for Formula 1. A formula is a special mixture. F1 race cars use a special mixture of fuel. It’s another thing that makes F1 cars fast.
· F1 race cars weigh around 702 kg, which is about the same weight as eight adult men. Regular cars weigh about 1,819 kg-about the same weight as twenty - one adult men.
· Airplanes, jets, and spaceships are lightweight and have aerodynamic shapes to help them fly fast.
· Scientists use wind tunnels to study and test aerodynamics. Regular cars, race cars, airplanes, and other vehicles are tested in there.
· Race teams spend millions of dollars studying aerodynamics to try and design faster and better cars.
B.
How do F1 cars go fast? There are a lot of reasons. F1 cars are light. Regular cars weigh around 1,819 kg. F1 cars weigh around 702 kg. Lighter cars are faster. F1 cars have aerodynamic designs. They need this to win races. Race teams study this. They spend lots of money to learn. If they win, they will get more money. Only one person can sit in a F1 car. This makes it lighter. In about 9 seconds, F1 cars can go 300 km/h. Normal cars go 100 km/h in about 10 seconds. Light F1 cars can also slow down fast. They must slow down when they turn. If they don’t, the car will crash. Weight and aerodynamics are important. This is how F1 cars go fast.
Unit 6 THE CAR RACE

A.
To: Joe@coolmail.com
From: Robby

Subject: Race Cars

Hi, Joe. Have you been to a car race? This weekend, I am going to go to a car race. I’m really excited.  It’s going to be a lot of fun. I have been reading about race cars. There are a lot of special things about them. F1 race cars can go 369.9 km/h.  It’s amazing. My mom’s car can only go up to 100 km/h. To go that fast, race cars need special parts. They have strong brakes and soft tires. They have a big engine and a light body. A great race car also needs to have a really good driver. I wonder who is going to win? I can’t wait to go to the race! It’s going to be an awesome experience. Write back soon,
 -Robby
· Race cars have a lot of specially made parts that help them go faster than 350 km/h.
· Race cars have to get new tires several times during the race.

· Race cars have soft tires. The tires get worn down and need to be changed many times in a race.
· Race car drivers can be famous if they drive well and win many races.
B.
To: Joe@coolmail.com
From: Robby

Subject: Race Cars

Hi, Joe. I’m going to a car race this weekend. I am so 1. excited. It’s going to be a lot of fun. I looked up information about race cars. They are really special. They can go 369.9 km/h! Did you know that? My mom’s car only goes 100 km/h at the most. Race cars have special 2. parts. These are needed for fast cars. Race cars have a light 3. body, but their 4. engine is big. They use soft 5. tires, but their 6. brakes are strong. An amazing car still needs a great 7. driver. I wonder who will win this 8. weekend? I can’t wait for race day to come! It’s going to be a great experience. Write back soon.
 –Robby
Unit 7 MULTICULTURAL COUNTRIES
A.
What is a multicultural country? Many things make culture. Food and music are culture. Ideas and traditions are culture. Language is culture. The way people look is culture. Each country has a different culture. Sometimes a country has only one culture. Korea, Japan, and Iceland are examples. Sometimes a country has people from many cultures living together. There are different ways this can happen. Sometimes a country was created with more than one culture. Canada, Belgium, and Uganda began this way. There are many others. Another way is when people move from other countries. Examples are Australia, Sweden, and Germany. Multicultural countries accept different cultures. So, what is a multicultural country? It’s a country with different cultures. They live together and mix with one another.
· A multicultural school has students from different cultures.
· Food helps cultures spread, like this Mexican meal of rice, beans, and enchiladas, which is popular around the world. People in many cultures eat special foods on holidays.
· In a multicultural country, people from all cultures can become great.
· People speak different languages in a multicultural society.
B.
What makes a multicultural country? Culture is many things. It’s food and music. It’s language and ideas. It’s traditions and how people dress. All of these things make culture. Different countries have different cultures. Some countries have one culture. They include Korea, Japan, and Iceland. Other countries have many cultures. This can happen in a number of ways. Many of these countries started with different cultures. Examples are Canada, Belgium, and Uganda. Others, like Australia, Sweden, and Germany, are different. Lots of people from other countries move there. These people bring their own cultures. In multicultural countries, different cultures live together. They mix with each other. They accept each other.
Unit 8 THE BIRTHDAY PARTY
A.
Name: Billy

Date: Monday, August 24th
Class: English

Topic: What did you do last weekend? 
Yesterday, I went to my friend’s house. His name is Ernesto, and he’s from Mexico. He moved to the US three years ago. Yesterday was his sister’s birthday. She turned 15 years old. In Mexican culture, there’s a special party when girls turn 15. We ate traditional Mexican foods. I loved the enchiladas. They were delicious. We played some games. One of the games was really fun.  We covered our eyes and tried to hit a piñata with a stick.
· The music was fun and exciting. There was a band playing music called “Mariachi.”
·  We hit the piñata at the party.
· The enchiladas had meat, cheese, vegetables, and spicy sauce.
· When Mexican girls turn 15, they have a special party called a quinceañera, which means “15” in Spanish.
Each person had one chance. When the piñata broke, lots of candy fell out. We all got to keep some. There was a band playing music. The music was exciting, and people danced. The party was a lot of fun. Ernesto’s sister happily accepted gifts from everyone.
B.
I went to my friend Ernesto’s house yesterday. He moved here three years ago from Mexico. Yesterday, his sister 1. turned 15 years old. In Mexican culture, girls have a special party for this. Everyone came with gifts. Ernesto’s sister accepted them happily. We played some fun games. I loved to hit the piñata. We covered our eyes and hit it with a 2. stick. When we 3. broke the piñata, candy 4. fell out of it. All of us got to 5. keep some. Everyone had one 6. chance to play. The food was traditional Mexican. And it was 7. delicious. A 8. band played fast and happy music. People had fun dancing to it. It was a great party.
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