
ON POINT 2nd Ed. 2
Unit 9 PSYCHOLOGY
Lesson 2: Are Geniuses Normal? 
	Read the prompt: Write a paragraph explaining whether creativity is something people are born with, something they attain through effort, or both.



I. GENERATE IDEAS
Consider the following questions as you think about creative people.
1. Where do you think creativity comes from?
__________________________________________________________________________________
2. Do you think it’s true that the most creative people are odd?
__________________________________________________________________________________
3. Do you believe that is such a thing as “a genius”?
 __________________________________________________________________________________

II. OUTLINE	Comment by Wendy Berry: Topic sentence: When I think about whether creative people are different, I think that they are not

Main Idea 1: creative people are not different

1. different from who?
2. everyone is creative some way

Main Idea 2: there is no such thing as a genius

1. all productivity relies on hard work
2. also relies on social factors

Conclusion: Creative people are not odd. “Odd” is a rather reductive and subjective concept. In fact, everyone is creative in one direction or another. As such there is no such thing as a genius. The most famous creative people still had to work hard. Many also benefitted from favorable social conditions 
Complete the outline using ideas from above or other ideas.

[bookmark: _Hlk94444478][bookmark: _Hlk94524838][bookmark: _Hlk94525747][bookmark: _Hlk95553999][bookmark: _Hlk95560364][bookmark: _Hlk95572906]Topic sentence: When I think about whether creative people are different, I think about
_____________________________________________________________________________.

Main Idea 1 (are creative people different?) _____________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
	
Supporting Detail 1: ____________________________________________________________
	
Supporting Detail 2: ____________________________________________________________

Main Idea 2 (do geniuses exist?) _________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
	
Supporting Detail 1: ____________________________________________________________
	
Supporting Detail 2: ____________________________________________________________

Conclusion (where does creativity come from?) _____________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

III. WRITE	Comment by Wendy Berry: When I think about whether creative people are different, I think that they are not. In fact, being different or “odd” is subjective, just as being “normal” is. Besides, everyone is creative some way, no matter what they produce. Second, there is no such thing as a genius. Creativity relies on hard work and organization. Successful people also rely on social and economic factors, without one’s material needs taken care of first, it is hard to write a symphony. In conclusion, creativity is inherent to all human beings. Oddness and normality are rather silly concepts. Everyone is creative in one direction or another. As such, there is no such thing as a genius. The most famous creative people still had to work hard. Also, many so-called “geniuses” benefitted from highly favorable social conditions.
Use the outline to write your paragraph. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
