
ON POINT 2nd Ed. 2
Unit 6 SCIENCE
Lesson 2: Red Planet Risks
	Read the prompt: Write a paragraph comparing the exploration of Mars with the colonization of Mars. Should we do one, both, or neither?



I. GENERATE IDEAS
Consider the following questions as you think about exploring space.
1. Why do you think humans would want to travel to or occupy to Mars?
__________________________________________________________________________________
2. What risks do you think it could present?
__________________________________________________________________________________
3. Do you think humans should go to Mars? __________________________________________________________________________________

II. OUTLINE	Comment by Wendy Berry: Topic sentence: When I think about travelling to Mars, I think about if it is really necessary

Main Idea 1: going to Mars is not easy 

1. It is very far away
2. there is no air or water  

Main Idea 2: people mainly want to go to Mars for profit

1. they can extract minerals
2. this will damage the planet

Conclusion: Going to Mars is not a good idea. It is a long way from earth and unsuitable for supporting human life. The main reason for going to Mars is individual profit, this will damage the planet
Complete the outline using ideas from above or other ideas.
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_____________________________________________________________________________.

Main Idea 1 (practicalities of going to Mars): _____________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
	
Supporting Detail 1: ____________________________________________________________
	
Supporting Detail 2: ____________________________________________________________

Main Idea 2 (reasons for going to Mars) _________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
	
Supporting Detail 1: ____________________________________________________________
	
Supporting Detail 2: ____________________________________________________________

Conclusion (should we go to Mars?) ___________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

III. WRITE	Comment by Wendy Berry: When I think about travelling to Mars, I think about if it is really necessary at all. First going to Mars is not going to be easy. It is a long way from earth and there is no air or water. This will make travelling there and occupying it dangerous and highly expensive. In truth, people mainly want to go to Mars for individual private profit. Businesses can extract minerals. This will do unknown damage to the pristine planet. In conclusion, travelling to or occupying Mars is not a good idea. It is a long way from earth and unsuitable for supporting human life. The main reason for going to Mars is individual profit, and this will damage the planet.
Use the outline to write your paragraph. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
