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A. In each question, you will find a word or phrase missing. Four answer choices are given below each sentence. You must choose the best answer to complete the sentence.

1.  Because the police caught her stealing cars, Jenny was sent to _______________ for five years.
a. apartheid
b. law
c. prison
d. social

2. Since it is important to be _____________ when answering difficult questions, students should get lots of sleep the night before an exam.
a. alert
b. troubled
c. pressured
d. brave

3. Helen’s favorite ________________ in high school was art.
a. education
b. score
c. subject
d. series

4. Chris used his smartphone to ____________ the message from Mandarin into English.
a. pretend
b. improve
c. end up
d. translate

5. The national _______________ recently voted on a law to decrease the amount of air pollution in the country.
a. education
b. government
c. character
d. system

6. One good ____________ that my grandmother gave me was this: don’t spend more money than you earn.
a. skill
b. tip
c. prize
d. fit

7. If you want to _____________ your listening skills in a second language, you should watch some TV shows in that language.
a. notice
b. improve
c. matter
d. relax
8. Max has seen all five of the movies in that ________________.
a. series
b. character
c. percent
d. performance

9. My mother is trying to ______________ my father into going to Hawaii. She keeps telling him how much they both need a relaxing vacation.
a. catch
b. translate
c. play along
d. pressure 

10. Children and teens should be active for ______________ two hours a day. They shouldn’t watch too much TV; they should go outside and play.
a. at least
b. asleep
c. at last
d. alert

11. Rita’s parents ________________ that she has been unusually tired lately.
a. noticed
b. improved
c. lied
d. missed out on

12. If you want to win the ______________ for top student, you will have to study a lot more.
a. series
b. skill
c. prize
d. tip

13. Dan decided to ________________ the position of class president in the next election.
a. cut out
b. run for
c. notice
d. pretend

14. Anika has a very active ______________ life. She always meets her friends for coffee or to see a movie.
a. popular
b. brave
c. alert
d. social

15. Although her teachers were happy with her _______________ in school this year, Megan wanted to do even better.
a. performance
b. translation
c. importance
d. government
B. Read the texts on the following pages. You will find a word or phrase missing in some of the sentences. Below each of the sentences, four answer choices are given. Select the most appropriate answer to complete the text. 

Winnie Madikizela-Mandela is a South African activist and politician. She was also married to former South African _______________ Nelson Mandela. The two stayed married while 
	16. a. trouble
		b. pressure
		c. president
		d. subject
Nelson spent 27 years in _______________. Winnie also served her country, holding several
	 17. a. prison
		 b. education
		 c. law
		 d. apartheid
positions in the _______________. Like her husband, Winnie also fought hard against
	18. a. series
 	      b. prison
	      c. government
 	      d. office
_______________ and won many international awards for her work for equality.
19. a. apartheid
	b. pressure
	c. social
	d. performance



These days, young people are getting less and less sleep. Many students have trouble falling _______________ at night. Sometimes, this is because of the _______________ to do
20. a. at least 	21. a. education
	b. alert      		b. notice
	c. asleep      		c. pressure
	d. along      		d. relax
well at school. Sometimes, it is because they spend too much time using their phones and tablets. Doctors recommend that young students get _______________ eight hours of sleep
	 22.  a. at least
		  b. cut out
		  c. popular
		  d. improve
every night. Students should conduct their _______________ lives when they see their friends 
	 23.  a. trouble
		  b. alert
		  c. performance
		  d. social
in person, not on Facebook or Twitter.


Since the start of the 21st century, most schools in America have had their budgets cut. The most common _______________ cut from the US _______________ system are art, music, 
	24. a. scores 	25. a. performance
		b. subjects       		b. education
		c. prizes       		c. skill
		d. tips       		d. pretend
and dance. Most schools in rich areas, however, have kept these classes. The students in these schools also earned higher _______________ on standard tests. It is clear, therefore, 
	 26. a. scores
		 b. notices
		 c. alerts
		 d. troubles
that students from poor areas should also take part in art, music, and dance classes.



One exciting _______________ of books that many young adults enjoy is the Ruby Red 
	27. a. popular
		b. percent
		c. series
		d. prize
trilogy. Originally written in German, the books have been _______________ into more 
	28. a. translated
		b. lied
		c. ended up
		d. run for
than twenty-five different languages, including English. The main _______________ of the 
	             29. a. law
			    b. character
			    c. brave
			    d. series
novels is a teenage girl who can travel through time. The first two books have been made into movies in Germany. The first book, Ruby Red, won a _______________ from the American 
	               30.  a. matter
			          b. skill
			          c. game
			          d. prize
Library Association for Best Books for Young Adults.





C. In this part of the test, you will read a selection of texts, such as magazine and newspaper articles, letters, and advertisements. Each text is followed by several questions. Choose the correct answer to each question. 

Benefits of Napping

More and more people are missing out on the sleep they need to stay healthy. Whether due to work pressure or due to increased social connectedness, people are not falling asleep as early or as easily as in the past. One tip to overcome this lack of nighttime sleep is to take more naps during the day. Sleep researchers divide naps into three categories: planned, emergency, and habitual. A planned nap is for when you know you will have to stay awake and alert for a long time. An emergency nap is for when you suddenly feel too tired to function properly. And a habitual nap is one taken at about the same time every day. The National Sleep Foundation recommends taking short naps, from 20 to 30 minutes in length. In addition, it suggests creating a dark, warm, and quiet environment for napping. Finally, it advises people not to take naps too late in the day because doing so could negatively affect nighttime sleep. 

31. According to the article, what is a reason that people are not getting enough sleep?
a. Social pressure
b. Long naps
c. Work pressure 
d. Bad habits

32. Which of the following is NOT a type of nap mentioned in the article?
a. Planned
b. Social
c. Habitual
d. Emergency

33. What does the National Sleep Foundation recommend?
a. Taking 20-30 naps every day
b. Taking naps in a quiet, comfortable place
c. Taking naps late in the day
d. Taking naps at the same time every day


Opening Night: Friday, April 22nd

Get your tickets early and be the first to see the exciting final chapter of the Star Games series.

Will Zeefo discover her true parents? 
Will Alreehi keep pretending to be brave? 
Who is the mysterious new character?

Be the first to find out the answers to these questions and more!
Book two tickets by April 10th and get a free large popcorn!

Call the ticket office at 721-4571-0908 or come to the office in person at 155 River St. You can also reserve tickets online at ourmovies.com.
34. When should someone buy tickets to get free popcorn?
a. April 8
b. April 10
c. April 22
d. May 10

35. Which is NOT mentioned as a way to buy tickets?
a. On a website
b. In person
c. By email
d. By phone

36. Which character is NOT mentioned in the advertisement?
a. Someone mysterious and new
b. Someone who does not know her parents
c. Someone who is not brave
d. Someone who is exciting and early


From: Golda Levant <glevant@imail.com>
To: Fred Alexander <falexand@dnv.edu>
Date: Dec 11
Subject: Proposed Cuts

Dear Principal Alexander, 

I am writing to you out of concern about the proposed cuts to the school’s art and music classes. I am opposed to these cuts for several reasons. First, music is my son Nathan’s favorite subject. He has learned so much from Miss Park in that class. Not only have his skills at trumpet improved, but also his grades in math have improved. Second, as a guide at the City Museum, I show people beautiful works of art every day. I know how important art can be to a student’s education and to the world in general. 

Please do everything you can to keep the art and music classes.

Yours truly,

Golda Levant

From: Fred Alexander <falexand@dnv.edu>
To: Golda Levant <glevant@imail.com>
Date: Dec 12
Subject: Re: Proposed Cuts

Dear Ms. Levant,

Thank you for your letter. You are not the only parent to share this concern. I have noticed a lot of positive remarks about Miss Park in these letters, and I plan to do all I can to keep her and her music classes as part of our school. I’m glad to hear that Nathan’s performance in math has improved this year. I also agree that art is an important part of education. However, our budget cuts will probably not allow us to keep our art classes. 
Considering your position at City Museum, I hope it may be possible in the future for you to help us to arrange student field trips to experience some of the wonderful art you have on display.

Sincerely yours,

Fred Alexander

37. Who wrote the first email?
a. A student
b. A teacher
c. A mother 
d. A principal

38. In what subject did Nathan’s grades improve?
a. Math 
b. Science
c. Art
d. Music
39. What does Golda Levant want Fred Alexander to do?
a. Fire Miss Park
b. Help her son, Nathan
c. Visit City Museum with students
d. Keep art and music classes

40. What does Fred Alexander want Golda Levant to do?
a. Show art to students in the future
b. Teach art classes at the school
c. Replace Miss Park as music teacher
d. Help Nathan to study math

