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Reading for the Real World 2 
Final Test (Units 7-12) 
 
A. Fill in the blanks with the words in the box. 
 
           contradict           valid                facet                hierarchy            fundamentally 
competence             uplifting                   elaborate           feedback            comply 
 
1. Writing online reviews lets you offer  _________________ to businesses on what they do right and what they 
do wrong. 
 
2. This book tells the ________________ story of how two soldiers on opposite sides of a war became friends. 
 
3. Several new studies _________________ current beliefs about salt, suggesting that it is not unhealthy after 
all. 
 
4. In the military there is a strict _________________, and you must obey those of a higher rank. 
 
5. Despite this temporary slowdown in growth, the economy is _________________ healthy. 
 
6. There’s no doubt about Stefan’s __________________ as a mechanic—he can fix any problem with a car. 
 
7. If the police ask you to pull your car to the side of the road, you’d better _______________. 
 
8. Which ______________ of your culture do you think is hardest for foreign visitors to understand? 
 
9. Some of the points made in this opinion piece are _______________, but others are unfair or factually 
wrong. 
 
10. On every major holiday, Mom spends all day making a(n) _________________ and delicious meal. 
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B. Match each word with its definition. 
 
1.  consent     _____  a. in an official manner 
 
2.  technically  _____  b. measured in numbers 
 
3.  socialize  _____  c. to give permission 
 
4. integral    _____  d. to hold back 
 
5. formally   _____  e. very important and necessary 
 
6. variant   _____  f. according to a strict explanation of a rule 
 
7.  interact   _____  g. relating to heat 
 
8.  quantitative  _____  h. a different but related version of something 
 
9.  thermal   _____  i. to spend time with others in a friendly way 
   
10. constrain   _____  j. to talk or do things with others 
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C. Read the excerpt from “The Origin of the Universe.”  Then answer the questions. 
 
In the 1920s, US astronomer Edwin Hubble observed a crucial phenomenon that 
increased our understanding of the [origin of the universe]. Using a powerful new telescope, he 
identified a group of celestial objects outside our own galaxy. By observing the Doppler shift of these 
stars—the way the wavelengths and colors of their light changed due to their motion—he realized that 
they were receding from our own position in the universe. In fact, all the observable galaxies were 
moving away from each other, too. Furthermore, the more distant the galaxy, the faster it was moving 
away. This observed acceleration implied the universe was expanding. 
 
Hubble’s observation led to the assumption that at some point, all matter in the universe was close 
together. The event that started its expansion is referred to as the big bang. According to the big bang 
theory, time and space did not exist prior to the beginning of the expansion. Thus, the age of the 
universe can be calculated using the distance and the velocities of the stars traveling away from us and 
working backwards to find when they were all together at one point. The age of the universe is 
estimated to be between 12 and 14 billion years. 
 
The big bang theory has led to many other theories and predictions in science. In the 1940s, physicist 
George Gamow realized the early universe must have been extremely hot and dense. As the universe 
expanded, it would cool down, and the initial hot radiation should eventually be observable as uniform 
radio waves throughout space. In the 1960s, Robert Wilson and Arno Penzias discovered cosmic 
uniform radio waves that implied a temperature of about 3 degrees above absolute zero (Kelvin). 
Later, technology enabled scientists to take very detailed wavelength and thermal measurements of 
this radiation. They confirmed that it is extremely 
uniform, is of the shape predicted by the theory, and has a temperature of 2.7 degrees Kelvin. This 
observation provides strong evidence that the big bang theory is valid. 
 
1. Circle T for true or F for false.  
Hubble’s crucial observation was that other galaxies were accelerating away from our galaxy.  
       T F 
 
2.  Which of the following was necessary in determining the age of the universe? 
a. The age of stars 
b. The distance of stars 
c. The size of stars 
d. The speed of stars 
 
3. Which of the following is true, according to the passage? 
a. George Gamow believed that the universe was hot and dense shortly before the big bang. 
b. Wilson and Penzias were the first to predict uniform cosmic radiation. 
c. Scientists found radiation throughout the universe at about 2.7 degrees Kelvin. 
d. Wilson and Penzias’s discoveries disproved Gamow’s ideas. 
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D. Read the excerpt from “Mandela’s Fight Against Apartheid.” Then answer the questions. 
 
Apartheid was a system of legal racial segregation enforced by the National Party government of South 
Africa between 1948 and 1990. It continued the more informal racial hierarchy put in place by Great 
Britain in the late 19th century. Apartheid formally allowed the ruling white minority in South Africa to 
segregate and discriminate against the vast majority: black Africans mostly, but also Asians and other 
people of mixed races. Under apartheid laws, South African blacks were not only denied voting rights 
but were also forced to stay in small sections of the country. Travel was only possible with “pass books” 
designed to regulate the movements of black Africans in urban areas. It was during these times that 
Nelson Mandela rose up as a major speaker against the injustice of apartheid. 
 
In 1944, Mandela joined the African National Congress (ANC), a political party formed to increase the 
rights of the black South African population. At that time, the ANC worked relatively quietly for more 
legal inclusion. But under the Program of Action started in 1949, it began boycotts, strikes, and civil 
disobedience against apartheid. In 1952, as volunteer-in-chief of the ANC’s Campaign for the Defiance of 
Unjust Laws, Mandela organized the fight against apartheid discrimination. This led to a criminal 
conviction but also increased respect from his peers. He was then 
elected a deputy president of the ANC. 
 
During this period, Mandela came to the conclusion that violence was inevitable since the government 
met peaceful demands with force. Thus, in 1961 he helped form Umkhonto we Sizwe (“Spear of the 
Nation,” abbreviated as MK). With MK, Mandela coordinated sabotage campaigns against military and 
government targets. 
Mandela also raised funds for MK abroad and arranged for paramilitary training of group members. 
 
In 1962, Mandela traveled abroad illegally to gather support for the anti-apartheid struggle. Upon his 
return, he was arrested, convicted of crimes in two separate trials, and handed a life sentence. But 
Mandela continued to demand equality from within the confines of Robben Island Prison. 
 
Mandela rejected an offer of release on the condition that he renounce armed struggle by stating, “What 
freedom am I being offered while the organization of the people remains banned? Only free men can 
negotiate. A prisoner cannot enter into contracts.” 
 

1. Circle T for true or F for false. 
Racial discrimination did not exist in South Africa before 1948.  T F 
 
2. Which is NOT true about the African National Congress, according to the passage? 
a. It was founded by Mandela in 1944. 
b. It began taking more aggressive action in 1949. 
c. Its campaign against unjust laws was led by Mandela. 
d. It made Mandela a deputy president in the 1950s. 
 
3. Which is NOT true about Mandela, according to the passage? 
a. He organized the destruction of government property as a protest. 
b. He was arrested abroad and forced to return to South Africa. 
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c. He was found guilty in two trials and given life in prison. 
d. He could have won release from prison by promising to give up his armed anti-apartheid activities. 
 
E. Read the excerpt from “Investigating Gender Differences.” Then answer the questions. 
 
The modern push for equal rights coincided with women’s entrance into the workforce, where they 
found unequal pay and obstacles to advancement. In that sense, “women’s liberation” began as a class 
struggle. In the 1960s and 1970s, feminist leaders recognized this and compared their cause to the 
civil rights movement. 
 
In this context, social-science researchers have examined how gender roles factor into the allocation of 
power within a society. And they have found no shortage 
of evidence that societies have fundamentally different attitudes towards men and women in the 
workplace. One cross-cultural study in the 1980s set the tone of such research. The study examined 
the adjectives used to describe men and women in more than twenty-five different languages. It 
concluded that men are more likely to be described with adjectives also associated with management 
and other leadership roles. 
 
Later studies have confirmed such attitudes may indeed affect career outcomes. A 2019 study found 
that a panel of academic physicists and biologists showed bias in evaluating applicants for graduate 
assistant jobs. The panelists were given pairs of applications with fake male and female names. 
Although the applications were otherwise identical, the physicists rated the “female” applicants much 
lower in competence and even recommended lower wages for them. Interestingly, the biologists did 
not display the same bias. The lead researcher believes this may be because there are far more women 
in that field nowadays—a sign of progress, perhaps. 
 
Of course, we have to be careful not to conclude too much from such studies. The fact that bias exists 
does nothing to prove real differences do not. It remains important to separate assumption from 
evidence. Take, for instance, the idea that male and female roles are a cultural product of socialization 
through stereotyping. Many people believe that average group differences—like the colors we choose 
or the pastimes we enjoy—are entirely learned traits. For example, conventional wisdom says that 
girls play with dolls only because we teach them to. But the consensus among evolutionary biologists 
is that some differences are innate and linked to sex (biology) rather than gender roles (socialization). 
Studies on our primate relatives have observed young chimps playing with sticks, with no prior 
exposure to humans. The females cradled the sticks like infants. The males brandished them in “war” 
games. 
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1. Circle T for true or F for false. 
“Women’s liberation” began when female workers were treated unequally.      T      F 
 
2. What can be inferred from paragraph 2? 
a. Most languages have a lot of negative terms to describe women. 
b. Attitudes toward the sexes appear to be similar in different countries. 
c. The social science researchers were surprised at the results of their studies. 
d. Women entering the workforce fundamentally changed people’s views. 
 
3. Which is true, according to the passage? 
a. Physicists but not psychologists rated female applicants lower. 
b. There are very few women in the field of psychology today. 
c. Preferences in toys are proven to be learned through socialization. 
d. Non-human primates do not display sex differences like humans do. 
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B02 Final Test Answer Keys 
 

A.  

1. feedback 

2. uplifting 

3. contradict 

4. hierarchy 

5. fundamentally 

6. competence  

7. comply 

8. facet 

9. valid 

10. elaborate 

 

B.  

1. c 

2. f 

3. i 

4. e 

5. a 

6. h 

7. j 

8. b 

9. g 

10. d  

 

C.  

1. T 2. d   3. c  

 

D.  

1. F 2. a  3. b  

 

E.  

1. T  2. b   3. a 


