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Reading for the Real World 2 
Midterm Test (Units 1-6) 
 
A. Fill in the blanks with the words in the box. 
 
finite              synthetic             enforcement              antiquity              transplant 
tremendous                  transaction            conserve                rational          chronic 
 
1. Anne received a liver ___________________ last week and is recovering nicely. 
 
2. After several kids were injured, people called for stricter __________________ of toy safety rules. 
 
3. The ______________ of seats on a flight particular depends on many factors, including the day of the week 
and the season. 
 
4. The Greeks of _________________ believed that the gods and goddesses lived on Mt. Olympus. 
 
5. Most cash machines charge you a small fee for each _________________. 
 
6. Athletic shoes and clothing are usually made of ________________ materials that are strong yet light. 
 
7. Many people suffer from ___________________ back pain that is very difficult to cure. 
 
8. Economics is the study of how people try to meet unlimited wants and needs with ____________________ 
resources. 
 
9. When oil prices go up, we try to ___________________ gasoline by making fewer trips in their cars. 
 
10. The pile of plates fell from the waiter’s hands to the floor with a ________________ crash. 
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B. Match each word with its definition. 
 
1. clinic          ____  a. a substance made from another substance 
 
2. clue                        ____  b. a state of balance   
 
3. retrieve          ____  c. a small healthcare facility 
  
4. equilibrium         ____  d. physical characteristics 
 
5. consultation        ____  e. to call to mind again 
     
6. derivative          ____  f. a set of moral principles 
  
7. proposition          ____      g. a formal meeting 
 
8. ethics          ____  h. a piece of evidence 
 
9. transmit               ____                i. a statement to be proved or discussed 
 
10. morphology     ____  j. to pass from one person or thing to                 

                                                                     another 
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C. Read the excerpt from “UFOs.” Then answer the questions. 
 
“UFO” stands for “unidentified flying object.” Although many people associate this term with aliens or 
spaceships, it can refer to any unknown object seen in the atmosphere. 
 
Many people believe that UFO sightings began in modern times, but thousands of reports of 
extraordinary lights and mysterious objects in the sky have been documented around the world since 
antiquity. One of the earliest sightings was in the 15th century BCE in Egypt, where observers reported 
“foul-smelling circles of 
fire and discs in the sky.” Centuries later, in 1516 CE in Nuremberg, Germany, 
sightings of more than 200 UFOs of differing shapes, including cylinders, spheres, and spinning discs, 
were reported. 
 
The most interesting part of UFO history began in the mid-20th century. During World War II, fighter 
pilots reported many luminescent and cylindrical UFOs at high altitudes. Sightings of these objects 
were reported by both airplane pilots and high-ranking intelligence officials. Interestingly enough, 
both the Allies and the Germans recounted such occurrences. At first, they both thought that these 
objects were new weapons made by their enemies. However, when they realized that the other side 
was seeing them, too, they concluded that these sightings were UFOs. Both the British and Germans 
created committees to investigate. Ultimately, it was determined that these UFOs, nicknamed “foo 
fighters,” were not man-made; no conclusive alternative explanations were forthcoming at the time. 
 
In the late 1940s, following WWII, the “flying saucer” era began. In 1947, a man named Kenneth Arnold 
reported seeing “nine silvery, circular objects” in the sky. He told his story to many people, including 
the press. He eventually wrote a book titled The Coming of the Saucers. In it, he described the UFOs as 
flying saucers because they were shaped like large china cup saucers. After the book’s release, more 
and more people reported UFO sightings. Previously, anyone who reported a UFO had been considered 
a liar or a lunatic. However, because authorities were receiving so many reports, some with 
photographic evidence, they decided to set up a committee called Project Blue Book to investigate 
these sightings. 
 
1. Circle T for true or F for false. 
The earliest UFO sightings were in the mid-20th century.  T     F     
     
2. Which is NOT true about “foo fighters”? 
a. They were reported only by fighter pilots from Britain. 
b. People at first thought that they were enemy weapons. 
c. Authorities on both sides looked into the reported sightings. 
d. Investigators concluded that they were not machines made by people. 
 
3. What can be inferred about Kenneth Arnold from the passage? 
a. He did not really believe in “flying saucers” but wanted to sell his book. 
b. He provided photographic evidence for the “flying saucers” he had seen. 
c. He helped change people’s attitudes toward those reporting UFO sightings. 
d. He was the most influential member of the Project Blue Book committee. 
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D. Read the excerpt from “Morphine.” Then answer the questions. 
 
Morphine is a very potent member of the opioid family of drugs used in the field of medicine to relieve 
pain. Opioids are natural products of poppy seeds, and synthetic versions can be manufactured. They 
work on the area of the brain that perceives pain, reducing the sensation. Because morphine is such a 
strong drug, it is meant to be used only by people in severe pain. This is because the side effects are 
significant and the risk of addiction is high. Morphine can be taken as needed for certain types of acute 
(severe) pain, such as that caused by a bad injury. And it can also be administered continuously for relief 
of chronic pain, such as that experienced by cancer patients. 
 
Friedrich Wilhelm Adam Sertürner was a German pharmacist who first produced morphine in 1805. 
Sertürner isolated morphine from opium, which is the dried latex sap present in poppy flower seed 
pods. It was the first isolated active ingredient of a plant. He called it “morphium” after Morpheus, the 
Greek god of dreams. Although it is not a hallucinogen, as the name might imply, it is more than just a 
pain reliever. Morphine also produces a euphoric mental state and relieves anxiety. This euphoric 
feeling made it a popular recreational drug. Historically, morphine was available over the counter. But 
widespread abuse led to its classification as a controlled (legally regulated) substance. Heroin is a more 
potent and faster-acting derivative 
of morphine, and it soon took over on the street as the opiate of choice. But even today, when heroin 
addicts have trouble finding their drug, they often use morphine as a substitute. Interestingly, morphine 
was used early on to treat opium addiction, and even alcoholism, until doctors realized that it was more 
addictive than both of those drugs. 
 
Because it is so addictive, doctors must exercise caution when prescribing morphine. When it is used to 
alleviate pain in people who are dying, addiction is not a concern, and the drug can be used to make the 
patient more comfortable during his or her final days. However, when it is used as an analgesic (pain 
reliever) in patients who are in severe pain but not dying, precautions should be taken. Dosage should 
be closely monitored, along with the appearance of withdrawal symptoms. Withdrawal is an indicator of 
addiction. It manifests itself as physical signs of the body’s need for the drug. In the case of morphine, 
these include nausea, diarrhea, fever and chills, watery eyes, a runny nose, headaches, body aches, 
tremors, and irritability. Tolerance is the other main sign of addiction. Tolerance refers to a patient’s 
needing more and more of a drug to achieve the same effects. 
 

Circle T for true or F for false. 
1. Opioids exist in both natural and synthetic forms.  T F  
 

2. Which is true about morphine? 
a. It sometimes produces a feeling of anxiety. 
b. It has not always been a controlled substance. 
c. It is currently used for treating heroin addiction. 
d. It works faster than heroin. 
 

3.  The word it in the last paragraph refers to ________. 
a. addiction 
b. withdrawal 
c. indicator 
d. symptom 
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E. Read the excerpt from “The Spark of a New Era.” Then answer the questions. 
 
Besides the obvious environmental concerns, consumers and policymakers now have plenty of reasons 
to consider alternatives to the gasoline engine. Although there is no consensus on how much oil there is 
left, as a non-renewable resource, it is finite by definition. In terms of geopolitics, oil is often a cause of 
instability. Many oil-rich countries have used that advantage in ways the rest of the world resents. 
These dynamics have shifted an increasing amount of attention to alternatives, especially hybrids and 
fully electric cars. 
 
Environmental issues remain the most compelling reasons to explore electric alternatives. In the US, for 
example, automobiles account for a fifth of total human carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, which have 
been identified as a major cause of global warming. Car exhaust also contributes to the growing problem 
of urban air pollution. Nitrogen dioxide gas (NO2) is a toxic byproduct of diesel fuel combustion. This 
gas is rising above safe levels in urban areas all over the world. Electric technologies are cleaner across 
the board. It is important to note that electric cars still get their power from the grid, so they run on 
whatever the closest power plant does. The majority of these plants burn fossil fuels, including coal, 
which is hands down the biggest producer of CO2 and other pollutants. Nevertheless, electric cars still 
come out ahead. Even if they use one hundred percent coal-powered electricity, they create twenty-five 
percent less atmospheric pollution than their fossil-fuel counterparts. 
 
Electric options also have several economic advantages. The first is fuel costs: roughly $30 per month 
for electricity versus $100 for gas. And fully electric cars, in particular, require less engine maintenance 
and retain higher resale values than gasoline cars in the same classes. Until very recently, the sticker 
price of the electric car was the biggest disadvantage—most started at around $40,000. But tax 
incentives and a new generation of more affordable options mean that electric cars are now within 
reach for the middle class. In the US, the BMW Mini Electric is the cheapest fully electric car on the 
market. As of 2021, this two-door compact was listed at $29,900. After tax rebates, the real price could 
be as low as $22,400. 
 
Yet electric technology is not without its downsides. To date, the biggest problem is still plugging in, 
since electric car owners need to be aware of the locations of electric charging stations and plan their 
destinations accordingly. 
 

1. Which of the following is stated in the passage? 
a. People can agree on how much oil there is left. 
b. Nitrogen dioxide reduces the effects of carbon dioxide. 
c. Electric cars allow people to stop using power from the grid. 
d. Electric cars are cleaner even if they use coal power. 
 

Circle T for true or F for false. 
2.  Cars produce about half of all carbon dioxide emissions.  T F 
 

3. All of the following are mentioned as advantages of electric cars EXCEPT ______. 
a. spending less on fuel 
b. less maintenance needed 
c. tax rebates for purchasing them 
d. the convenience of charging stations 
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B02 Mid Test Answer Keys 
 

A.  

1. transplant 

2. enforcement 

3. availability 

4. antiquity 

5. transaction 

6. synthetic 

7. chronic 

8. finite 

9. conserve 

10. tremendous 

 

B.  

1. c 

2. h 

3. e 

4. b 

5. g 

6.a 

7. i 

8. f 

9. j 

10. d  

 

C.  

1. F 2. a   3. c  

 

D.  

1. T 2. b  3. b  

 

E.  

1. d  2. F   3. d  
 


