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UNIT 1		Strange & Unusual 


	Reading 1 
	UFOs



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I think a person might want to keep their knowledge about UFOs secret because he or she wouldn’t want to get in trouble. I do think this is right. 
2. It could change the world for the better by bringing a lot of helpful technology to people. It might change the world for the worse if that technology were used in a bad way. 
3. Information should be shared to help people, to make life better for everyone, and to interact with new life forms. 

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): wouldn’t 
Supporting reason/detail 1: If I shared the information, it might scare people. 
Supporting reason/detail 2: I might get into trouble if I shared the information. 
Supporting reason/detail 3: It might cause trouble for the people trying to work with the aliens. 

III. WRITE
If I learned about UFOs, I wouldn’t share what I know. First, if I share the information, it could scare people and cause panic. Second, if I shared information, I might get in serious trouble with the government. Finally, I wouldn’t share the information because it might cause trouble for people trying to work with other countries or the aliens. I think it’s important to keep very important information secret until the right time. 

	Reading 2 
	An Insight into the Future



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I think it’s best not to know exactly what will happen in the future. 
2. If you know what will happen in the future, you can try to plan to avoid negative outcomes. However, you may get overly anxious about and obsessed with the prediction and ruin your quality of life in the present. 
3. I believe knowing about the future would have a huge impact on how you think, feel, and behave in the present. 

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): Knowledge of the future would make it difficult to live our lives today.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Become obsessed with negative future predictions
Supporting reason/detail 2: Miss opportunities in the present 

III. WRITE
Knowledge of the future would make it difficult to live our lives today. It would be very easy to become obsessed with negative predictions about the future and so miss opportunities in the present. It is better not to know what will happen in the future. It is better to live life with hope and a sense we can follow our own dreams. 


UNIT 2		Computers & Technology

	Reading 1              
	Data and Digital Ads



[bookmark: _1fob9te]I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Native advertising is ineffective because people don’t like being tricked.
2. Targeted advertising is effective because it connects people with goods and services that will interest them.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): I think digital advertising today is effective.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Targeted ads show us what we are interested in and know what we want to buy
Supporting reason/detail 2: Geolocation knows where we are and what is nearby
Supporting reason/detail 3: Clever strategies like native content capture our interest

III. WRITE
I think digital advertising today is effective. Targeted advertising shows us what we are interested in and knows what we want to buy. Unlike on TV, advertisers don’t waste time or money showing us things we don’t want. Also, thanks to geolocation, advertisers know where we are and what is nearby. This is useful for customers. Finally, advertisers use clever strategies like native content to capture our interest. Products can be introduced in a subtle way while viewers are enjoying their usual content or enjoying an interesting article.


	Reading 2              
	Using the Body for Identification 



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Advantages of facial-recognition software include preventing terrorist attacks and fraud prevention. It can help improve daily life by giving people an increased sense of security. 
2. A disadvantage of facial-recognition software would be if there were a security breach and information was stolen. If this is the only way to provide security, it might be limiting. 
3. After a while, I don’t think it would bother me. It’s nice to know that if something happened, there would be a way to find out who did it. 

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): harm
Supporting reason/detail 1: It could be hacked like any computer. 
Supporting reason/detail 2: It could decrease our sense of privacy. 
Supporting reason/detail 3: There is too much potential for abuse by law enforcement. 

III. WRITE
Facial-recognition software has the potential to harm society. I think this for three reasons. First, it can be hacked just like any other type of computer software. This can be dangerous if hackers steal our information and make changes. Second, this type of technology has the potential to really decrease our sense of privacy. At any given moment, someone could find out where we are. That’s frightening. Lastly, I think there is too much potential for abuse by law enforcement. The technology isn’t one hundred percent reliable, but police might use it to pursue people who are innocent. 

UNIT 3		Health & Medicine

	Reading 1              
	Xenotransplantation



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Alleviation of human suffering; Only possible cure for some injury 
2. Two moral dilemmas would include harvesting fetuses, which some people consider to be the same as murder, and playing God by changing DNA. Stem cells can also be taken from other sources, which would allow scientists to avoid using fetuses. 

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): Embryonic stem cell research has great potential to help humanity, but it must be treated very carefully.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Stem cells can help people with bad diseases.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Stem cells can help regrow limbs and organs. 
Supporting reason/detail 2: People who oppose stem-cell research need to be heard. 


III. WRITE
Embryonic stem-cell research has great potential to help humanity, but it must be treated very carefully. The use of stem cells can help people who have bad diseases. Also, stem cells can help provide new limbs for people who have lost theirs or new organs for sick people. But there are many people who feel that using stem cells from embryos is wrong. Their opinions must be considered. 


	Reading 2              
	A Surge in Cosmetic Surgery



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I think social media is definitely encouraging more people to pay for cosmetic surgery. I heard recently that people have even started having surgery so they can look like filtered photos from popular apps. 
2. Because cosmetic surgery is getting cheaper, people in both developed and developing countries can now afford it. However, developing countries tend to have more unlicensed surgeries, which can be dangerous. 
3. People should think about why they want to look different and how necessary it is. Maybe other solutions like more exercise or treatment for psychological disorders could help. 

II. OUTLINE
Topics sentence (check one): I think people should be offered cosmetic surgery if their appearance is affecting their quality of life. However, other solutions should also be provided, as well. 
Supporting reason/detail 1: Some people are born with birth marks or other abnormalities that affect their quality of life. 
Supporting reason/detail 2: They may find it difficult to feel good about themselves, especially as social media often promotes idealized body types. 
Supporting reason/detail 3: They should be allowed to have cosmetic surgery, but other options such as psychological care should also be offered. 

III. WRITE
I think people should be offered cosmetic surgery if their appearance is affecting their quality of life. However, other solutions should also be provided, as well. If someone is born with a birth mark or other abnormality, it can make it very difficult for them to feel good about themselves. There is a lot of social pressure to look a certain way, especially on social media. This can damage people’s mental health. People whose quality of life is negatively affected by their appearance should be allowed to have cosmetic surgery. However, it’s important that other types of care are also provided, such as psychological counselling. This can help people feel more comfortable with their appearance as it is. 

UNIT 4		Social Issues

	Reading 1
	Drugs in the Netherlands



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. The Netherlands is tolerant because they understand that you will never stop people using drugs, so it is best to monitor them.
2. The government helps addicts in the Netherlands and allows some public places where you can sell and use drugs. In Turkey, addicts might be put in prison for any drugs. 
3. A government should make laws that help society function and keep people safe. This includes stopping people from using drugs.  

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): Tough drug policies, like those in Turkey, are the only way to make sure people don’t use drugs.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Turkey has had success keeping drug use low.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Strict penalties for drug users make Turkish citizens safer. 
Supporting reason/detail 3: Turkey saves money by not needing many police officers to look for drug dealers. 

III. WRITE
Tough drug policies, like those in Turkey, are the only way to make sure people don’t use drugs. I think this because Tukey has had great success in keeping drug use in the country very low. By making strict penalties for violating these laws, Turkey is also making its citizen safer. They are also saving money because they don’t need as many police officers to look for drug dealers and users. 


	Reading 2
	Morphine



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. 
	Arguments for Making Drugs Illegal
	 High crime 
	People using drugs at work
	Health problems

	Pros
	Decreases crime
	Better performance
	Increase health

	Cons
	More people in prison
	Need for drug testing
	Addicts afraid to get help


2. Increased tax revenue; reducing the power of cartels 

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): I think certain drugs should be made or be kept legal.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Natural drugs don’t harm the body any more than alcohol.	
Supporting reason/detail 2: Chemical drugs are highly addictive.	 
Supporting reason/detail 3: Fewer people would use chemical drugs if they were able to use softer drugs.

III. WRITE
I think certain drugs should be made or be kept legal. Natural drugs should be made legal because they don’t harm the body any more than substances like alcohol. Harder, synthetic drugs should be kept illegal because they are highly addictive and can seriously harm the body. If some natural drugs were made legal, more people would use those than synthetic drugs. 

UNIT 5		Environmental Issues

	Reading 1              
	The Spark of the New Era



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I most often travel by car to get where I need to go.
2. I could take the bus or train to get some places. I could also ride with other people in the same car.
3. The advantages are not polluting the air as much and saving some money. A disadvantage would be needing to depend on others for my transportation. If I were going to rely on public transportation, I would need to begin my day earlier. I might even sell my car.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): are
Supporting reason/detail 1: Use public transportation or ride share with friends
Supporting reason/detail 2: Possibly sell my car or buy an electric car. 

III. WRITE
There are ways available to me to reduce my environmental footprint. I could begin using public transportation or sharing rides with friends. This would not only reduce the amount of air pollution I create but also save money. If the public transportation network improves in my town, then I could even sell my car. If not, I may buy an electric car when the prices decrease in the future.

	Reading 2
	Glacier Retreat



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Earth’s changing climate affects me personally because it is a lot warmer in the summertime and the lake near my town is getting smaller.
2. I am concerned with the glaciers melting, with less fresh water more people will have to move away from where they live and farm, possibly going hungry and causing conflict too.
3. I am most concerned about people moving away from their traditional rural land and moving to crowded cities.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blank): people moving to crowded cities.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Our cities are already very crowded and there aren’t enough jobs and facilities for more of us.
Supporting reason/detail 2: When farmers give up their land because of climate change problems, there is less food for everyone.
Supporting reason/detail 3: The quality of life is getting worse in cities and new problems will start, like violence and drug crime. 

III. WRITE
Of the many predicted effects of glacier retreat, I am most concerned about people moving to already crowded cities. First, since our cities are already under pressure there may not be enough new jobs and healthcare or schools for more people. Second, when farmers leave their farmland because of climate change problems the soil is destroyed and there is less food available. Finally, in overcrowded cities the quality of life will get worse and new problems may start, like violence and drug crime. 



UNIT 6		Law & Crime

	Reading 1 
	Digital Cops and Robbers



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Criminals are using the dark web in order to trade cryptocurrencies.
2. The FBI is constantly working in order to locate cyberattackers.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): I believe that going forward, criminals are likely to stay ahead of the law.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Criminals can use cryptocurrencies anonymously.
Supporting reason/detail 2: The dark web is hidden and very large.
Supporting reason/detail 3: Tech companies can afford to hire all the best programmers.

III. WRITE
I believe that going forward, criminals are likely to stay ahead of the law. First, criminals can use cryptocurrencies anonymously. This makes them very hard to trace. Cryptocurrencies are likely to become even more popular. Second, the dark web is hidden and very large. The FBI cannot see what is happening within it. Also, it is always growing and being hidden in new ways. Finally, tech companies can afford to hire all the best programmers. Government agencies will struggle to tempt talented graduates when they pay far lower wages. This means they are not well equipped to catch criminals who operate online.


	Reading 2              
	The Presumption of Innocence



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I think maybe the only crime severe enough for the death penalty is mass murder.
2. Proper compensation might be a lot of money. A person who’s been wrongly convicted might have been in jail a long time. The person wouldn’t have money or maybe even an education when he or she gets out. 
3.  I think that the death penalty should only be used for people who we know are, without a doubt, guilty. Otherwise, it shouldn’t be used at all.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): is not
Supporting reason/detail 1: It is never OK to take the life of another human being. That’s like committing another murder.
Supporting reason/detail 2: The person might not even be guilty. Then an innocent person has been killed for no reason.
Supporting reason/detail 3: If one person is discovered to have been innocent, more cases would	 need to be reopened. This would take a lot more time and resources from the courts.

III. WRITE
I think the death penalty is not an appropriate form of punishment. My first reason is that it’s never OK to take the life of another person. Doing so makes us no better than a murderer. Second, I always wonder whether the person is truly guilty. What if it is discovered later that the person was innocent? Finally, if one prisoner is found to have been innocent, it calls every other death penalty into question. This would greatly affect people’s faith in the judicial system. 

UNIT 7		Language & Literature

	Reading 1 
	Cupid and Psyche



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. jealousy, love, duty, obedience, curiosity, trust, rage, fear, happiness
2. The gods must be obeyed, even when they are unreasonable and jealous. They can also be kind and they have the power to make humans immortal too.
3. Psyche wanted to see her husband, the god Cupid, though she was instructed never to look at him. When Cupid woke up he was angry and then Venus locked him up in the palace. Psyche opened the box carrying Persephone’s beauty for Venus and it caused her to fall asleep.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): should not 
Supporting reason/detail 1: It is natural to want to see your intimate partner and know them completely.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Human nature is to be curious and want to explore the world.
Supporting reason/detail 3: If we weren’t curious, we would not be inventive or discover new things.

III. WRITE
I think curiosity should not be punished for the following reasons. To start with, I think it is natural to want to fully know everything about your partner and it shows love. Also, human nature is to be curious about the world and wanting to explore everything should be encouraged. Finally, if humans weren’t curious we would not be so inventive or discover new things that help us develop.


	Reading 2 
	The Truth About Memoirs



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Autobiographies cover the whole of a person’s life in chronological order: birth place and date, life events and true facts. Memoirs are shorter and based on the writer’s memory of a section of their life.
2. People are naturally curious about how other people live and are especially interested in difficulties.
3. If a book is entertaining, and only based on truth, I think that is acceptable.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill the blank and check one): I think readers don't really mind if the story is fact or fiction.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Publishers don’t need to check an author’s background or check the facts because their job is to sell a good book. 
Supporting reason/detail 2: Readers just want to be entertained and a good story is not a list of facts.
Supporting reason/detail 3: The only problem is when another person appears in the book and they don’t agree with the way the story is told.

III. WRITE
I think readers don't really mind if the story is fact or fiction. A publisher’s job is to sell a good book, and they don’t need to check an author’s background or the actual facts. If the story is entertaining, then readers will understand it may not be one hundred percent true. The only problem is when another person appears in the book and they don’t agree with the way the story is told, then the publisher should take that part out of the book.

UNIT 8		Space & Exploration

	Reading 1
	The Origin of the Universe


I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I define morality as know the difference between right and wrong and acting like a good person.
2. I think people behave in different ways because of their personalities. They might be looking for attention for some reason.
3. I think science plays a role. For example, someone might have a chemical imbalance or a brain injury, causing them to behave in a certain way. I think a lot has to do with how a person is raised, though.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): There is no way that science can explain human morality.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Humans are too complex to only be explained by science.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Every experience we have makes us who we are and influences how we interact with others.

III. WRITE
There is no way that science can explain human morality. Humans are just too complex to be broken	
down by science. People who have a traumatic brain injury might act as though they have no morality. 
But science can’t explain where morality comes from. Every experience molds us into the good or bad person we become.


	Reading 2 
	Why Go Into Space? 



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. A
2. F
3. F
4. A Governments may start putting weapons into space; these make the world a more dangerous place.
5. F Space exploration shows what humans can achieve.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): should not
Supporting reason/detail 1: Costs too much money
Supporting reason/detail 2: Is too dangerous
Supporting reason/detail 3: Can lead to wars between countries

III. WRITE
Overall, I believe that investing in space exploration should not be a priority for governments. First, it costs too much money. Governments’ first responsibility should be helping people here on Earth. Private businesses are investing in space now, so let them spend their money. Second, the kind of space exploration people find most inspiring is sending humans into space, but disasters like Columbia have shown us that this is very dangerous. Finally, we have also seen that space exploration can cause tension between countries; it looks likely that some nations might even start putting weapons into space.

UNIT 9		Sports & Fitness

	Reading 1 
	Parkour: Sport or Art? 



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. A
2. A
3. S
4. S
5. A. The way parkour athletes think is more important than the way they move.
6. S. The FIG thinks that parkour is a sport and wants it in the Olympics.
7. A. It is a way of expressing oneself.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blank): sport
Supporting reason/detail 1: Requires fitness, strength, and skill
Supporting reason/detail 2: Has competitions with medals and prize money
Supporting reason/detail 3: International Gymnastics Federation wants it in the Olympics

III. WRITE
While parkour may contain elements of sport and art, I believe that it is fundamentally a sport. First, it requires high levels of fitness, strength, and physical skill. Second, it already has competitions with medals and prize money. Finally, the International Gymnastics Federation wants parkour to be included in the 2024 Paris Olympics.


	Reading 2
	Wearable Fitness Trackers



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I don’t play video games. I play computer games, which are a little different.
2. I like to run outside. I do enjoy exercising this way.
3. It might be fun to join gaming and exercising. I don’t think that you’d get the same level of exercise this way, though.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): think
Supporting reason/detail 1: I really enjoy playing video games on my own and with friends.
Supporting reason/detail 2: I’m not good at sports, so I would like to try something like exergaming since I can stay inside to do it. 
Supporting reason/detail 3: My mother worries that I don’t exercise enough.

III. WRITE
I think exergaming is a good way to exercise. I think this for a few reasons. First, I really enjoy playing video games. I can even play with my friends over the Internet with some games. Second, I am not very good at sports, so being able to stay inside and have fun sounds great. Finally, I know my mother would like me to be more active. Exergaming would allow me to be active and play video games at the same time.

UNIT 10		People & Opinions

	Reading 1
	The Electronic Revolution 



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. My favorite kind of music is classical. My favorite composer is Mozart.
2. I like how much variation there is within classical music. There is a lot of emotion in it.
3. I have never listened to EDM. It seems like it’s a lot of drum and computer sounds. This is vastly different from classical music.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blank): classical
Supporting reason/detail 1: I imagine what life was like when the music was first written and performed.
Supporting reason/detail 2: All the different instruments come together to make one complete sound.
Supporting reason/detail 3: I play the violin, so I like to listen to the same type of music I enjoy playing.

III. WRITE
My favorite type of music is classical. I like it because it helps me to relax. I also enjoy imagining what life
was like when the music was first performed. I like to think about all the different instruments playing	
together to create one solid sound. Finally, I play the violin, so I often play classical music.


	Reading 2 
	Mandela’s Fight Against Apartheid



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. homelessness; world hunger
2. Governments should provide housing for people who can’t afford to buy somewhere to live; countries should work together to make sure everyone has enough food to eat.
3. The problem I care most about is world hunger.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blanks): world hunger; volunteering some of my time to help feed the hungry.  
Supporting reason/detail 1: Places like churches and homeless shelters provide food for hungry people.
Supporting reason/detail 2: I can organize a food drive in my school.
Supporting reason/detail 3: I can take food to donate to a homeless shelter.

III. WRITE
One problem facing the world today is world hunger. I can change this by volunteering some of my time to help feed the hungry. Places like shelters and churches often help the hungry. I could volunteer at
a shelter or church. I could also change this by organizing a food drive at my school. I could ask all my classmates to help by donating food. Then I could take all the food to a shelter or even send it to a country in need.


UNIT 11		Cross-Cultural Viewpoints

	Reading 1
	Differing Conceptions of Time



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. No, I do not think it is important. What matters is reaching an official agreement, not the personalities of the people involved.
2. Cultures differ in their ideas of timing and scheduling, how much social chat is important, and whether to share personal information.
3. I think having people representing all sides of an issue is important, giving time for everyone to tell their side of the story to reach a mutual understanding would help. 

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): monochronic
Supporting reason/detail 1: People don’t like it when things are left unfinished or “up in the air.”
Supporting reason/detail 2: Events are fixed and scheduled precisely.
Supporting reason/detail 2: If you don’t follow the rules at work, you can lose your job easily, even if you are friendly with everyone.

III. WRITE
My culture is a monochronic culture. In our country it is important for people to be very specific, meaning we don’t like things to be left “up in the air” as far as plans go. Also, we like to make sure we are clear when things are happening and what exactly is going to happen. Rules are important at work, even if you are a friendly person, if you don’t follow the rules, you may have to leave your job.


	Reading 2 
	Investigating Gender Differences



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I learned what it means to be a girl from my mom. She was the first girl I knew. My definition of my own gender has never changed.
2. Men are usually bigger than women. Men have deeper voices and more hair. Both have hopes and dreams to make their lives better.
3. I think gender roles are pretty much the same across cultures. In every culture, women do more childcare, and men do more fighting.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): Differences between female and male gender roles are mostly due to social norms. 
Supporting reason/detail 1: In many cultures, men are seen as more able than women but that image is a stereotype created by our living environment.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Though men are physically stronger, many women are emotionally stronger and clever.
Supporting reason/detail 3: Children should be taught that gender is something we learn from society, men and women can do many of the same things equally.

III. WRITE
Differences between female and male gender roles are mostly due to social norms. In many cultures, men are seen as more able than women, but that image is a stereotype created by our living environment. Of course, though men are physically stronger many women are emotionally stronger and clever. If children were taught that gender is something we learn from society, they would question the stereotypes they see and then men and women could do many things equally.

UNIT 12		Business & Economics

	Reading 1 
	The Future of Employment



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. B
2. W
3. B
4. W
5. W Job shares allow time for raising children.
6. B  Robots are becoming more economical and efficient all the time.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): workers
Supporting reason/detail 1: Remote working saves money.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Job shares allow a better work-life balance.
Supporting reason/detail 3: Automation may create new jobs.

III. WRITE
I believe the changes to employment we have begun to see primarily benefit workers. First, remote working means employees are able to stay at home. This saves money on commutes, which can also be long and tiring. It also means they can eat at home, which is cheaper. Second, more flexible working hours, such as job shares, means workers have time to raise children or look after their families. Finally, I believe automation is also a positive thing. Robots can do some of the hardest, dirtiest, and most dangerous jobs instead of humans. In any case, humans will still be needed to make sure machines are operating properly so automation may provide brand-new jobs.


	Reading 2 
	Corporate Social Responsibility



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Businesses should make environmentally friendly products because it will stop climate change.
2. Businesses should not behave unethically because consumers will not trust them.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): I believe CRS is of greatest benefit to businesses.
Supporting reason/detail 1: People will pay more for ethically made products.
Supporting reason/detail 2: They can keep staff. 
Supporting reason/detail 3: They will get caught if they break the rules. 

III. WRITE
I believe CRS is of greatest benefit to businesses. First, people will pay more for ethically made products even if they do not make much difference to climate change. Second, if they treat staff well, they will be more productive, and they can keep them for longer. Finally, in the modern world, businesses will get caught if they break the rules, and consumers will not trust them.
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