
Reading for the Real World 3 – Unit 12            
Name _________________ 

 

I. Vocabulary: Choose the best word to fill in the blank.  
 

1. Please look over this cover letter  and check it for ______________ errors. 
a. spontaneous 
b. grammatical 
c. geographical 
d. neutral 

 
2. One _______________ of democracy is that bad leaders can be voted out. 

a. transparency 
b. clash 
c. virtue 
d. disability 

 
3. The company wants to add some new investments to its _______________. 

a. trajectory 
b. applicant 
c. equality 
d. portfolio 

 
4. I have a list of _______________ that I’m looking for in a new apartment. 

a. specifications 
b. participants 
c. distributions 
d. clashes 

 
5. There are several ways to ________________ between male and female fish. 

a. focus 
b. differentiate 
c. engage 
d. pursue 

 
 

 
  



II. Cloze Test 
 
Questions 6 – 10 
         Crowdfunding is not a new idea. As far back as 1700, a large group of investors 
provided          (6)         for poor families in Ireland. Nearly 300 years later, in 1997, the first 
instance of modern crowdfunding is said to have occurred when British rock group Marillion 
financed a US tour by asking fans for donations. This was possible because many fans of the 
band were early         (7)         of the internet. Today, with the rest of the world joining them 
online, organizations and businesses have a worldwide pool of investors to draw upon. 
        In the years after 1997, much crowdfunding remained focused on artistic projects,  
         (8)         , and not-for-profit organizations; this is usually based on reward crowdfunding 
(RCF). RCF does not promise investors any financial return. Instead, those who donate 
might, for example, be mentioned by name in the book, film, or building that they help to  
        (9)         . RCF is now also being used by entrepreneurs as well—they promise   
        (10)  __  a product or service in return for their money should the business succeed. 
With fairly low rewards, business-based RCF investments are usually small, too, at an 
average of just $99 in 2020. 

 
6. a. experts      9. a. fund 

b. loans        b. focus on 
c. risks       c. pursue 
d. websites       d. expand 

  
7. a. adopters        10. a. experts 

b. investors       b. artists 
c. capitalists       c. donations 
d. entrepreneurs      d. participants 

 
8. a. fans 

b. individuals 
c. charities 
d. victims 
 

III. Reading Comprehension: Based on the reading in section II, indicate 
whether each statement is true (T) or false (F). 
 
11. ____ Investors came together to help poor people in Ireland in 1700. 

12. ____ The British rock group Marillion crowdfunded its first album. 

13. ____ Early crowdfunding was based on getting rewards for donations. 

14. ____ People who start businesses are using RCF. 

15. ____ Reward-based donations to businesses tend to be quite large. 
 



           
IV. Word Study: Match the word to its definition.     
 
     a. an illness or injury that makes it difficult to do the things that other people do 
     b. impartial and unbiased; not taking sides 
     c. a process of change or development that leads toward a particular result 
     d. the right of people or groups to have a similar position and receive the same treatment 
     e. done without much planning because of a sudden feeling or impulse. 

 
     16. spontaneous ___ 
     17. disability ___ 
     18. trajectory ___ 
     19. neutral ___ 
     20. equality ___ 
 
 
 
 
 

V. Fill in the blank with the correct word. 
 

transparency    grumpy    interpret    applicant    sue 

 

21. Sorry I was so _______________ yesterday—I hadn’t gotten enough sleep the night 

before. 

22.  Jamie plans to ________________ the person who damaged his car and refused to 

pay. 

23.  In the interest of _______________, the organization publishes a list of everyone who 

helps fund it. 

24.  The researchers have collected a lot of data, but they’re unsure how to 

________________ it. 

25. We’re looking for a(n) _______________ with at least two years of experience in 

graphic design. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
b c d a b 
6 7 8 9 10 
b a c a d 
11 12 13 14 15 
T F T T F 
16 17 18 19 20 
e a c b d 
21 22 23 24 25 
grumpy sue transparency interpret applicant 
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