
Reading for the Real World 3 – Unit 6                 
Name _________________ 

 

I. Vocabulary: Choose the best word to fill in the blank.  
 

1. Judging by those dark clouds, there is a high ______________ of rain today. 
a. database 
b. likelihood  
c. specialty 
d. perspiration 

 
2.  A pediatrician is a doctor whose ______________ is treating children. 

a. specialty  
b. theorem 
c. gear 
d. reliability 

 
3. Janet does not earn very high grades because she only ever does the ____________ 

amount of work. 
a. stimulating 
b. minimal  
c. apprehensive 
d. backbreaking 

 
4.  One example of evolution in action is the ______________ of darker wings by the 

spotted pepper moth to better hide itself in coal-polluted forests. 
a. adaptation  
b. relativity 
c. conduction 
d. procedure 

 
5. From the evidence at the scene, the police were able to _______________ that the 

criminal was experienced. 
a. intimidate 
b. obtain 
c. deduce 
d. compress 

 
 

 
  



II. Cloze Test 
Questions 6 - 10 
 Many people debate the        (6)         of polygraphs. They believe that although these 
tests measure variations in the body associated with stress, these variations could be the 
result of other kinds of emotions. While some people experience        (7)        to no stress 
when lying, some honest people may experience intense stress from the exam itself. Because 
of this, it is possible for the examiner to wrongly deduce that the subject is lying, and the 
subject might then be unfairly        ____(8)       . Even companies that produce polygraphs 
indicate that the mechanisms cannot detect lies, suggesting that polygraphs can only identify 
behavior that should not be trusted. Because of these criticisms, polygraph data cannot be 
used as evidence in American courts. Also, American law             (9)          private companies 
from forcing employees to take polygraph tests. Despite this, both the American government 
and businesses continue to utilize polygraphs. In fact, workers for government agencies can 
be fired if they fail—or refuse to take—a polygraph test. Various opponents of polygraphs 
have concluded from this fact that the tests are used to intimidate workers, to make them 
confess to wrongdoing or        (10)        them from complaining about company policies. 
Regardless, it’s clear that polygraph tests will continue to affect the lives of employees. 
 
6. a. conduction    9. a. prohibits 

b. specialty     b. doubts 
c. reliability     c. encourages 
d. machinery     d. allows 

 
7. a. viable      10. a. assess 

b. minimal     b. obtain 
c. jagged     c. compress 
d. identical     d. prevent 

 
8. a. stimulated 

b. recorded 
c. punished 
d. adapted 

III. Reading Comprehension: Based on the reading in section II, indicate 
whether each statement is true (T) or false (F). 
 
1. ____ It is impossible not to feel some stress when lying. 

2. ____ Some people might tell the truth but fail the test because they’re nervous. 

3. ____ Makers of polygraphs insist that they can detect lies. 

4. ____ American private companies make employees take polygraphs even though it’s illegal. 

5. ____ Opponents think the purpose of polygraphs is to scare workers.   

     

 



 

IV. Word Study: Match the word to its definition. 
 
     a. Man-made moving devices 
     b. To discipline; to penalize 
     c. A formula, proposition, or general statement in the sciences 
     d. Correctly 
     e. Having a reasonable chance of succeeding 

 
16.  theorem ___ 

17.  accurately ___ 

18.  machinery ___ 

19.  punish ___ 

20.  viable ___ 
 
 

V. Fill in the blank with the correct word. 
 

conduction     reliability     obtain     apprehensive     stimulate 
 
21. You must ___________ a license before you can legally drive a car. 

22. The government is hoping that the new tax breaks will ____________ economic growth. 

23. The ____________ of cell phones in this area is not very high because the mountains 
interfere with the signal. 

24. The mom was a little _____________ because her son was late, and he hadn’t called. 

25. This insulation will slow down the ____________ of heat from inside your home to outside. 

  



 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
b a b a c 
6 7 8 9 10 
c d  d a c 
11 12 13 14 15 
F T F T T 
16 17 18 19 20 
 c d a b e 
21 22 23 24 25 
obtain stimulate reliability apprehensive conduction 
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