
Reading for the Real World 3 - Unit 5               
Name _________________ 

 

I. Vocabulary: Choose the best word to fill in the blank.  
 

1. Very little ______________ falls in dry climates like deserts. 
a. pesticides 
b. scarcity 
c. foliage 
d. precipitation  

 
2. Solar, hydro, and wind are all _______________ forms of energy because they will 

never run out. 
a. vanishing 
b. intensive 
c. sustainable  
d. tropical 

 
3. Police are concerned about the _____________ of public order reflected in rising crime. 

a. evaporation 
b. optimum 
c. breakdown  
d. stockpile 

 
4. The plane was delayed due to a ________________ problem. 

a. mechanical  
b. unaffordable 
c. temperate 
d. depleted 

 
5.  Expensive skin creams might improve you skin a little, but the benefits are only 

______________. 
a. intensive 
b. marginal  
c. sustainable 
d. prolonged 

  



II. Cloze Test 
Questions 6 - 10 

 Seemingly “natural” disasters leave countries like Bangladesh highly          (6)         in 
terms of food security. In fact, climate change has left Bangladesh at increased risk of 
flooding as cyclones become more common and sea levels rise. Located at the  
         (7)         of three major rivers, most of Bangladesh is less than five meters above sea 
level. In 2007, after           (8)          heavy rain, an estimated 26,500 farm animals were lost to 
floods, and fish farms—a major source of food—were also affected as fish escaped back to 
sea. Above all, Bangladesh relies on rice, and the 2007 floods destroyed 2.2 million tons of 
the            (9)           . Furthermore, with road and rail links underwater, it was impossible to 
distribute the rice that remained. As a result, prices rose sharply. An estimated ten million 
people were left without           (10)          to enough food.  
 
6. a. intensive     9. a. emission 

b. subject       b. crop  
c. developing      c. practice 
d. unstable       d. biofuel 

  
7. a. convergence      10. a. infrastructure 

b. stockpile      b. manufacturing 
c. breakdown      c. agriculture 
d. crisis      d. access  

 
8. a. distributed 

b. relied 
c. prolonged 
d. hoarded 
 
 

III. Reading Comprehension: Based on the reading in section II, indicate 
whether each statement is true (T) or false (F). 
 
11. ____ Severe storms are happening more often because of climate change. 

12. ____ Bangladesh is located high above sea level. 

13. ____ The 2007 floods killed thousands of fish. 

14. ____ A large part of the rice supply was destroyed in the flooding. 

15. ____ The disaster led to higher prices. 

 
 
 



IV. Word Study: Choose the SYNONYM ( = ) or ANTONYM ( ↔ ) for each word. 
 
16. Which of the following is a synonym for intensive? 
      a. estimated 
      b. improved 
      c. concentrated 
      d. restricted 
 
17. Which of the following is a synonym for marginal? 
      a. insignificant 
      b. impossible 
      c. noticeable 
      d. secure 
 
18. Which of the following is an antonym for temperate? 
      a. believable 
      b. extinct 
      c. untrustworthy 
      d. extreme  
 
19. Which of the following is an antonym for unstable? 
      a. steady 
      b. widespread 
      c. partial 
      d. worrying 
 
20. Which of the following is a synonym for agriculture? 
      a. rainfall 
      b. farming  
      c. canopy 
      d. logging 

V. Fill in the blank with the correct word. 
 

         tropical     vegetation     depleted    hoard     exporter 
 
21. Some studies predict that Earth’s supply of fossil fuels will be completely _______________ by the 
year 2100. 

22. She and her family like to travel to warm, ______________ areas during winter vacations. 

23. Not much _____________ grows in hot, dry deserts. 

24. Because it is a major ________________ of oil, Venezuela is strongly affected by oil prices.  

25. Before a hurricane, many people try to ________________ necessities like water. 



1 2 3 4 5 
d c c a b 
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d a c b d 
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T F F T T 
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c a d a b 
21 22 23 24 25 
depleted tropical vegetation exporter hoard 
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