
Reading for the Real World 3 - Unit 9           
Name _________________ 

 

I. Vocabulary: Choose the best word to fill in the blank.  
 

1. The magician appeared to make the woman disappear, but it was just a(n) 
_______________. 

a. apparatus 
b. certification 
c. illusion  
d. antidote 

 
2. A person with a high _________________ can eat a lot of food without gaining weight. 

a. regulator 
b. burrow 
c. placebo 
d. metabolism  

 
3.  In order to make your stomach flat and muscular, you should do some 

______________ exercises. 
a. maximum 
b. abdominal  
c. illicit 
d. hormonal 

 
4. The saleswoman showed Elaine a(n) ________________ of sweaters, but she still 

couldn’t choose one to buy.  
a. array  
b. barb 
c. curb 
d. dose 

 
5. The camp assistant doesn’t have to be an expert chef, but she should be a 

_____________ cook. 
a. metabolic 
b. nitrogen 
c. disoriented 
d. competent  

  



 

II. Cloze Test 
Questions 6 - 10 

 
 One marine life form divers should only observe from a distance is the sea snake. 
This creature is not usually aggressive but may become so if         (6)        . Its poison is as 
potent as a cobra’s, and there is no effective          (7)        for it. The jellyfish, sea wasp, and 
Portuguese man-of-war are also to be avoided at all costs. Even though they may look 
         (8)         and graceful floating in the water, they have nematocysts, which are small 
barbs that can deliver poisonous and painful stings that require           (9)          medical 
attention. The eel can also be dangerous. One of the most common kinds of eel is the moray. 
They don’t usually bother people, but if a diver disturbs one resting in a dark hole or crevice, it 
might bite. The stingray is another kind of marine animal that’s beautiful to watch, but divers 
must take care not to step on its         (10)         tail.  
 
6. a. maximize     9. a. immediate 

b. curbed      b. exotic 
c. disturbed      c. placebo 
d. strenuous      d. normal 

  
7. a. apparatus     10. a. abdominal 

b. antidote      b. marine 
c. exertion      c. potent 
d. depth      d. barbed 

 
8. a. distracted 

b. harmless 
c. illicit 
d. disoriented 

III. Reading Comprehension: Based on the reading in section II, indicate 
whether each statement is true (T) or false (F).   
 

11. ___ The sea snake will usually try to bite anyone it can. 
12. ___ The poison of a sea snake is very strong. 
13. ___ Jellyfish deliver poison through their nematocysts. 
14. ___ Moray eels may attack people if they are bothered. 
15. ___ Stingrays are both beautiful and harmless. 

 
 
 



IV. Word Study: Choose the SYNONYM ( = ) or ANTONYM ( ↔ ) for each word. 

16. Which of the following is a synonym for amongst? 
      a. beneath 
      b. within  
      c. outside 
      d. against 
 
17. Which of the following is a synonym for cure? 
      a. remedy  
      b. certificate 
      c. poison 
      d. regulator 
 
18. Which of the following is an antonym for maximize? 
      a. realize 
      b. descend 
      c. confuse 
      d. minimize  
 
19. Which of the following is an antonym for illicit? 
      a. allowed  
      b. perfect 
      c. typical 
      d. disoriented 
 
20. Which of the following is an antonym for strenuous? 
      a. real 
      b. false 
      c. easy  
      d. safe 

V. Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

effectiveness     dose     actively     nitrogen     apparatus 
 
21. A fertilizer with a lot of ______________ in it will help the grass to grow. 

22. It will take a few months of practice before you can judge the _________________ of your 
training plan. 

23. Instead of just waiting for an opportunity, you should _________________ go out and try to find 
one. 

24. To make this dish, you will need to have the proper cooking _________________ 

25. The doctor decided to decrease the _________________ of my medicine. 

 



 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
c d b a d 
6 7 8 9 10 
c b b a d 
11 12 13 14 15 
F T T T F 
16 17 18 19 20 
b a d a c 
21 22 23 24 25 
nitrogen effectiveness actively apparatus dose 
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