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UNIT 1		Strange & Unusual 


	Reading 1 
	The Piltdown Man



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I am familiar with identity theft and other similar instances of someone using another person’s information to do criminal things.
2. Sometimes, the victim must pay a lot of money because of the fraud. This can have a big impact on that person financially.
3. I think they are probably greedy.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blank): a writer who has written a popular memoir that wasn’t true. 
Supporting reason/detail 1: Everything the person had written was a lie.
Supporting reason/detail 2: He had told a talk show host the information was all true.
Supporting reason/detail 3: The talk show host discovered the truth and was very angry.

III. WRITE
One recent case of fraud was a writer who had written a memoir. It turned out that just about everything in his book was a lie. It wouldn’t have been a big deal, but he had gone onto a famous television show and told the show’s host that his book was true. When his lies were discovered, the show’s host was very angry with him.


	Reading 2 
	The Curse of the Mummy



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. (Answers will vary.)
2. The remains are a part of a larger culture, and those people probably have different ideas about how to treat their ancestors’ remains. We should respect the dead and let them rest. We wouldn’t want to have our remains dug up to be studied.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): The best way to understand the past is to study every bit of what remains, including the bodies of the dead.
Supporting reason/detail 1: We can learn about how the people died.
Supporting reason/detail 2: We can learn about the person’s culture and how the culture cares for its dead.
Supporting reason/detail 3: We can learn more about our own practices and rituals.

III. WRITE
The best way to understand the past is to study every bit of what remains, including the bodies of the dead. When we study the bodies of the dead, we can learn about how people died. This gives us information about the type of culture the person was a part of. We also learn how the culture cares for their dead. This helps us to understand some of our own practices and rituals.
[bookmark: h.i53iu1atg7j]
UNIT 2		Computers & Technology

	Reading 1              
	Is the Internet Ruining Your Memory?



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. (Answers will vary.)
2. I would have to talk to my friends and family in person or on the phone without the internet. I would have to go to the library to do research if I didn’t have the internet.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): hard 
Supporting reason/detail 1: I like to be able to find information quickly when I need it.
Supporting reason/detail 2: I prefer to use social media to interact with my friends and family.
Supporting reason/detail 3: It would be harder to keep up with the news.

III. WRITE
I think it would be hard to live without the internet for a year. I think this for a few reasons. First, I like being able to look up information so quickly. Also, I like interacting on social media sites, in order to stay in touch with friends and family. Finally, I use the internet to get the news. Without it, it would be much harder to keep up with current events.


	

Reading 2              
	Science Fiction: Life Imitating Art?



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. CP
2. IP
3. IP
4. CP
5. CP – Mass media will influence people by telling them people lies.
6. IP – Babies will be designed to fill certain roles in society.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blank): correct 
Supporting reason/detail 1: told us about tablets and cellphones
Supporting reason/detail 2: predicted mass media would spread lies
Supporting reason/detail 3: imagined we would be able to alter DNA

III. WRITE
Between correct and incorrect predictions, I believe science fiction mostly provides us with correct predictions of how society and technology will develop in the future.
First, in 2001: A Space Odyssey, we are shown people using tablets to look at the news. Today, we do this all the time. Second, George Orwell predicted that mass media would spread lies, in order to control the way people think. We can see this happen when there are elections. Finally, writers like Huxley imagined that we would be able to alter DNA. Although we do this in a smaller way than he thought, we still change the way plants and even some humans develop.
UNIT 3		Health & Medicine

	Reading 1              
	The Uncommon Cold



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. When I am feeling sick, I relax in bed and drink a lot of water. I usually take some medicine and start to feel better.
2. I relax in bed, I drink orange juice or water, I eat soup, and I take a warm bath.
3. I’ve heard that people in some cultures eat chicken soup when they have a cold. I doubt that it works.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): not as good as
Supporting reason/detail 1: Alternative remedies have never worked for me.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Regular medicine seems to work faster and better for me.
Supporting reason/detail 3: There is no scientific evidence that alternative remedies work, but there is scientific evidence for medicines.

III. WRITE
I think alternative cold remedies are not as good as medicines. I think this because alternative remedies, such as tea with honey, never worked for me. While I have tried some different types of alternative remedies, regular medicine always helps me when I am sick. Also, cold medicines have been thoroughly scientifically tested and have been proven effective. The same cannot be said of alternative remedies.


	

Reading 2              
	Gene Therapy



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Genetic engineering might prevent certain disorders appearing in the future. It also means that parents can possibly make certain choices about how their children look and act.
2. Having less variation in the human gene pool might cause problems with reproduction. It might be difficult to turn back, especially if everyone is altering their genes.
3. I am more excited than nervous.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): Genetic engineering may help humanity reach a better future, but caution is required.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Genetic engineering can help cure or prevent diseases or disorders.
Supporting reason/detail 2: If parents select one sex more than another, it might cause problems for the future of reproduction.
Supporting reason/detail 3: Problems with reproduction might lead to a severe drop in the number of humans on the planet.

III. WRITE
Genetic engineering may help humanity reach a better future, but caution is required. Genetic engineering can help in so many ways, diseases, disorders, etc. But if people aren’t careful, it can cause harm as well. For example, if parents are able to select the gender of child they would prefer, it might lead to a serious gender imbalance in the future. This could have disastrous effects on the future of the human species.

UNIT 4		Social Issues

	Reading 1
	Teenage Runaways



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I have too many things to do, like homework, studying, working, and keeping up with my friends. I feel stressed while school is in session. 
2. I try to listen to calming music or take a long run.
3. (Answers will vary.)

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blank): find a responsible adult they trust to talk to.
Supporting reason/detail 1: If they are able to talk through the things that upset them, they might want to return home.
Supporting reason/detail 2: The adult can give the teen a safe place to stay.
Supporting reason/detail 3: There are online places and telephone lines where people are available 24 hours 
to help. 

III. WRITE
Being overwhelmed by stress is terrible. Teenage runaways should find someone they trust to talk to. If they can talk through their problems, they might be able to return home. But even if the teen doesn’t return home, an adult can help the teen get counseling for his or her problems. The adult might also be able to give him or her a safe place to stay.


	

Reading 2
	Tough on Drugs



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I don’t think any crime deserves this punishment, especially not drug trafficking.
2. My country does allow the death penalty in some places, but it’s not often used.
3. They would need to be in prison for the rest of their lives. This way, they are unable to traffic drugs again, and the rest of society can move on without worrying or thinking too much about them.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): is not
Supporting reason/detail 1: Killing a murder will not bring a loved one back.
Supporting reason/detail 2: If the murderer stays in jail for the rest of his/her life, the victim’s family knows the murderer won’t hurt anyone else.
Supporting reason/detail 3: The murderer will have to think about what he/she did for the rest of his/her life.

III. WRITE
I think that the death penalty is not an appropriate punishment for drug trafficking, or even for murder, because it is never OK to take another person’s life. While it might feel “good” to punish a murderer in this way, it will not bring back the loved one. It is better that the accused person stays in prison for the rest of their life. This way, the families of the victims know that the accused will never hurt another person. In addition, the accused will have the rest of his or her life to think about the crime.

UNIT 5		Environmental Issues

	Reading 1              
	Deforestation



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Yes, I occasionally eat hamburgers from fast-food restaurants. I think people choose to eat them because they are easy to find and relatively cheap. 
2. The positives are they are fast and taste good. The negatives are they are not good for you, and the ranches that produce the meat can have a damaging effect on the environment. 
3. These days there are several restaurant chains that sell “imitation” burgers. These burgers taste like beef but are actually made from sustainable products like soybeans. As the quality of imitation burgers gets better and the price goes down, more people will choose to eat them. 

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): I would be willing to give up fast-food beef products for environmental reasons.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Cattle ranching is a leading source of deforestation and pollution. 
Supporting reason/detail 2: It’s now possible to get imitation beef-products that taste as good as the real thing. 

III. WRITE
I would be willing to give up fast food beef-products for environmental reasons. Saving the rainforests is an important part of combating climate change, so reducing deforestation due to ranching is very important. Now that restaurants have started selling imitation burgers made from sustainable products, I think there’s no reason to eat fast-food beef products any longer. 

	

Reading 2
	Food Security and Food Supply



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Governments can increase global food security by reducing the price of oil.
    Aid agencies can increase global food security by building flood defenses. 

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): I do not think governments are doing enough to tackle global food insecurity.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Climate change is causing disasters which lead to food insecurity. 
Supporting reason/detail 2: The price of oil is kept high, increasing the cost of agricultural and transportation. 
Supporting reason/detail 3: The creation of biofuels can actually lead to a shortage in crops for food. 

III. WRITE
I do not think governments are doing enough to tackle global food insecurity. First, they are letting climate change happen. This causes floods and droughts, which destroy crops. This affects the developing world more than the developed world. Second, they are allowing the price of oil to remain high. This affects the price of crops like wheat and rice and the cost of transporting them around the world. Finally, they are encouraging the use of biofuels. This might seem like a good idea, but it means there are not enough crops left for food.

UNIT 6		Law & Crime

	Reading 1 
	Lie Detectors



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. It is important when someone is hiring a new employee or admitting a student into a university.
2. Watch for fidgeting of the hands and feet. Also, if a person looks in another direction and not at you, he or she might be lying.
3. I think that in a court, a jury and judge should be the ones who decide whether a person is telling the truth. I don’t think polygraph tests should be used because they aren’t reliable.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): should not
Supporting reason/detail 1: Polygraph tests have been found to be unreliable.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Many people are just bad test-takers.
Supporting reason/detail 3: Most people would be nervous if they had to take a polygraph test.

III. WRITE
Polygraph tests should not be used by businesses or courts. I think this for a few reasons. First, polygraphs have been proven to be unreliable. The results don’t always show what’s really going on. Second, people might just be bad test-takers. If a person is nervous, their results won’t be accurate. Taking a polygraph test would make anyone very nervous.

	

Reading 2              
	Patents



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Writing, music, and artwork. I use the internet to access all three types.
2. v – Watching copyrighted movies			v – Reading blogs
x – Sharing the address of an enemy		v – Researching test answers
v – Purchasing music from app stores		v – Reading plot summaries of movies
v – Watching video blogs				x – Downloading copyrighted music
v – Purchasing video games			v – Looking up cooking recipes
v – Comparing prices of items for sale
x - Hacking

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blank): take legal steps to protect their ideas.
Supporting reason/detail 1: They will need to file a copyright to prevent others from using their idea.
Supporting reason/detail 2: They will need a lawyer to help if someone takes or uses their idea without permission.
Supporting reason/detail 3: They will need to check new products such as books do not plagiarize their words or that companies in their country do not cheat them.

III. WRITE
In order to make a living in the modern age of the internet, authors and musicians should take legal steps to protect their ideas. First, they should file a copyright in order to prevent others from using their ideas without permission. Second, if they discover that someone has used their work without permission, the writer or musician should hire a lawyer to help them. It’s important that people understand that plagiarism and theft of intellectual property will not be tolerate.

UNIT 7		Language & Literature

	Reading 1 
	Ever-Evolving English



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. When I talk to people from different regions, it can be difficult to understand them at first because they have a different dialect or accent. But once you get used to a new accent, it’s not that difficult.
2. They might look at me oddly and laugh. I have sometimes used the wrong word in a sentence and felt embarrassed.
3. There are dictionaries in American English, which use certain standards of spelling different from those used in England.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): is not
Supporting reason/detail 1: People have always managed to communicate without standardization.
Supporting reason/detail 2: People are spread out all over the country.
Supporting reason/detail 3: People speak differently everywhere,

III. WRITE
Standardization of my language is not important. People communicate with each other quite easily without strict rules. In addition, there are millions of people here, and they live in different parts of the country. Because people speak a little differently based on where they live, it would be very difficult to standardize our language.


	

Reading 2 
	Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I felt great happiness when my younger sister was born. 
2. I try to use my emotions to create something positive. I decorated my sister’s room with lots of beautiful pictures. 
3. I cannot think offhand. I imagine that Vincent van Gogh painted a lot while in emotional states. 

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blanks): Starry Night; awe
Supporting reason/detail 1: Vincent van Gogh painted what looks like the stars moving in the sky. 
Supporting reason/detail 2: We can get a sense of how big the sky is through this painting. 
Supporting reason/detail 3: The painting makes me feel small compared with the rest of the universe.

III. WRITE
My favorite creative work is “Starry Night.” The artist expressed the emotion of awe through this work. I love this piece because van Gogh painted with what looks like actual movement. The stars seem to move in the sky like they would in reality. Also, the painting shows how large the sky and world are. It makes me think that people are a lot smaller than we think we are. 

UNIT 8		Space & Exploration

	Reading 1
	Hawking Radiation



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I would like to be a doctor someday. Science plays a big role in my becoming a doctor.
2. I think in the future, there may be forms of technology that would make performing surgeries or transplants quite easy.
3. I would like to know where we came from––how and why life on Earth began when it did. I think most people want to know this fundamental question on some level.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blank): when exactly Earth was formed 
Supporting reason/detail 1: A lot of time passed between when scientists believe that Earth was created and when life began.
Supporting reason/detail 2: I wonder why it took so long for life to begin here.
Supporting reason/detail 3: The fact that life began at all is another mystery that may never be solved.

III. WRITE
One unanswered question about the universe that interests me is when exactly Earth was formed. A lot of time passed between when scientists believe the planet formed and when we start to see life. I do wonder why it took so long for life to begin on Earth.


	

Reading 2 
	The ISS and the Future of Space



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I am not much of a risk-taker. I do like to challenge myself when I work out.
2. We might need to relocate to a new planet someday. Space travel might even help us figure out the origin of the universe and our place in it.
3. It would be amazing to visit the space station. I think I could live there for a whole year.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): would
Supporting reason/detail 1: I love outer space and space travel.
Supporting reason/detail 2: It would be interesting to try different experiments in outer space.
Supporting reason/detail 3: I don’t need a lot of stuff, I’m happy on my own too.


III. WRITE
I would like to live aboard the space station for a year. I feel this way for a few reasons. First, I love space and all things that have to do with outer space. Second, I would be very interested in trying different experiments in outer space. Because there is no gravity in space, I think that things grow differently there. I would be interested to see if that is true. A year would pass quickly being busy in this way. I don’t need a lot of stuff, I’m happy on my own too.

UNIT 9		Sports & Fitness

	Reading 1 
	Creatines’ Place in Sports and Fitness



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. My favorite sport is soccer. I haven’t heard too much about drug use in soccer.
2. They are able to do more within their sport, because they are stronger and can perform better in general. 
This makes watching sports more exciting.
3. They should be forbidden to give all teams and players an equal chance. I think players should be punished and not allowed to play the sport anymore if they are caught using drugs.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): should not
Supporting reason/detail 1: Athletes are talented with or without drugs, and they should challenge themselves 
to do their best naturally.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Kids look up to athletes, and so they need to act as role models.
Supporting reason/detail 3: Because there is such a lot of money in sport, there is pressure to win, that means people cheat by using drugs.

III. WRITE
I think athletes should not be allowed to take performance-enhancing drugs. For one thing, athletes are talented and perform well without drugs and should trust their talents. Second, athletes are role models for kids all over the world. If athletes are allowed to use drugs, it sends a bad message to the children. However, I think the problem is in the business side of sport. Because there is such a lot of money in sport, there is pressure to win, that means people cheat by using drugs.


	



Reading 2
	Scuba Safety



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Yes, I like to swim. I think swimming deep underwater would be interesting.
2. It might feel like flying. I would like to see the coral reef or whales.
3. I would only go down with a friend or family member. Relying on so much equipment wouldn’t bother me because I’ would be with someone who could help if I got in trouble.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): is
Supporting reason/detail 1: I have some family members who scuba dive often.
Supporting reason/detail 2: The ocean is a beautiful place.
Supporting reason/detail 3: It would be amazing to see all the wonderful underwater sea life.

III. WRITE
I think scuba diving is an appealing hobby. I have family members who scuba dive, and I would like to be able to go with them sometime. I think the ocean is a beautiful place. If I were able to scuba dive, I would be able to see more of the natural beauty of the underwater ocean world.

UNIT 10		People & Opinions

	Reading 1
	Attitudes to Monarchy



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. Royalty are like celebrities because the media shows them all the time.
    Royalty are not like celebrities because when they get married or die, they get more TV coverage.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): I think monarchies are the same as other celebrities.
Supporting reason/detail 1: People are interested in their private lives.
Supporting reason/detail 2: They have glamorous lifestyles.
Supporting reason/detail 3: They give interviews to the media to promote themselves.

III. WRITE
I think monarchies are different from other celebrities. First, people are interested in their private lives. People felt they knew Diana and were sad when she died and brought soft toys to her house - just like when Michael Jackson died. Second, they have glamorous lifestyles and are wealthy. Harry and Meghan are still rich and are in newspapers even though they aren’t doing the job of royalty. Finally, they give interviews to the media to promote themselves. For example, Harry and Meghan spoke to Oprah Winfrey to try and show the world that they were good people.



	

Reading 2 
	Manchester’s Sherlock Holmes



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. They are meant to make sure people don’t harm one another and help when people need assistance.
2. They prevent crimes by patrolling neighborhoods; they help people who are injured; they check drivers obey the traffic rules, and they stop property being vandalized.
3. When there is a public demonstration, some police use too much force and push activists too strongly.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): positively
Supporting reason/detail 1: Most people have had some experience with police being helpful.
Supporting reason/detail 2: The police station is in the center of town and provides lots of services for the 
community.
Supporting reason/detail 3: People feel that the police are not always available when they need them. They think there should be more police officers. 

III. WRITE
The police in my country are generally viewed positively for the following reasons. First of all, most people have had some experience with police being helpful, such as giving directions or helping with a road incident. Our police station is in the center of town and there are lots of services provided, such as getting permission for different things in the community. Finally, people would probably like to have more police in the neighborhood, so that they feel police are available whenever they need them. This means that they trust them to be fair and to listen.


UNIT 11		Cross-Cultural Viewpoints

	Reading 1
	Repatriation of Remains



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. I think there is never a reason to upset a large group of people. Any decision that affects people needs to involve discussion first.
2. I wouldn’t like to hear about any disrespectful behavior regarding my ancestors. But, if my ancestors are able to teach people today about something important, I might agree.
3. Religious beliefs are equally important as science, but both can change over centuries.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (check one): It is wrong for science to go against the wishes of the Native Americans, and 
remains must be returned to the people who care about them.
Supporting reason/detail 1: Native Americans have been treated badly since Europeans invaded their land.
Supporting reason/detail 2: North Americans are starting to realize their behavior over time has been 
disrespectful to the original people of the land.
Supporting reason/detail 3: If scientists explain the benefit of their research, Native Americans might allow 
some remains to be donated to science.

III. WRITE
It is wrong for science to go against the wishes of the Native Americans, and remains must be returned to the people who care about them. First, Native Americans have been treated badly by Europeans since they invaded their land hundreds of years ago. However, nowadays North Americans are starting to realize their behavior was disrespectful to the original people of the Americas. In the end, if scientists explain the benefit of their research, Native Americans might allow some remains to be donated to science.


	

Reading 2 
	Imperialism and the Internet



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. (Answers will vary.)
2. (Answers will vary.)

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): negative
Supporting reason/detail 1: We listen to more songs in English than in my first language.
Supporting reason/detail 2: Lots of research, about topics such as science and education, is not shared in my language.
Supporting reason/detail 3: People who want to work in international online companies need better English, so they don’t value their first language so much.

III. WRITE
The internet has had a negative effect on my language and culture, so we are losing power and importance because of the internet. For example, we listen to more songs in English than in my first language, that means new groups sing in English and don’t write songs in our first language so much. In addition, lots of research, about topics such as science and education, is not shared in my language. This means that people who don’t understand English in our country don’t get important information. Also, people value our culture less when they want to work for international online companies that need English skills. 

UNIT 12		Business & Economics

	Reading 1 
	AI Interviews



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. AI
2. TI
3. TI
4. AI – Candidates may have information that they would like to explain.
5. TI – Interviews can get tired and give unfair interviews.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (fill in the blank): traditional
Supporting reason/detail 1: Companies have to think about whether a person is really suitable before wasting their time
Supporting reason/detail 2: Candidates are often unsure what they are being judged on.
Supporting reason/detail 3: Candidates with disabilities may be discriminated against because AI assesses physical behavior.


III. WRITE
Between AI interviews and traditional interviews, I think traditional interviews are fairer. With traditional interviews, companies must think carefully about whether a person is really suitable before wasting their time. Also, with AI interviews, candidates are often unsure what they are being judged on. It is hard to tell how an interview is going because they have no one to respond to. Finally, I worry that candidates with disabilities or any kind of physical difference may be discriminated against because AI often assesses physical behavior. AI interviews may have some benefits, but I think they need to become more advanced, responsive, and transparent before they are truly fair.


	

Reading 2 
	How Democratic is Crowdfunding?



I. GENERATE IDEAS
1. F
2. A
3. F
4. A - Investors with specialist knowledge are likely to make higher profits.
5. A - Organizations near universities often do best from crowdfunding.

II. OUTLINE
Topic sentence (circle one): is
Supporting reason/detail 1: Allows SMEs and start-ups to get funding when banks refuse
Supporting reason/detail 2: Gives businesses freedom to innovate
Supporting reason/detail 3: Allows investors to feel involved and affect the success of the project

III. WRITE
I believe that crowdfunding is democratic. First, it allows SMEs and start-ups to get funding when banks refuse. This has been a big problem since 2008, as banks don't want to take risks. Second, it gives businesses freedom to innovate without having to worry about being in debt to banks. Finally, it allows investors to feel involved and affect the success of the project. This is quite different from the position normal shareholders are in.
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